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RPTR CANTOR 

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY 
Tuesday, September 19, 1978 

House of Representatives, 

Select Committee on Assassinations, 

Washington, D.C. 

The select committee met, pursuant to adjournment, at 9=15 
a.m. , in Room 345, Cannon House Office Building, Hon. Louis 
Stokes (chairman of the select committee) presiding. 

Present: Representatives Stokes, Devine, Preyer, 

McKinney, Sawyer, Dodd, Ford, Fithian, and Edgar. 
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The Chairman. A cruorum being present, the committee will i 

i 

i 

come to order. j 

i 

! 

The Chair recognizes Professor Blakey. 



STATEMENT OF G. ROBERT BLAKEY, CHIEF COUNSEL 



i 

l 

Mr. Blakey. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

In late and early- April of this year, three members of the! 



select committee — yourself, Congressman Preyer, and 



Congressman Dodd — as well as three staff members, traveled to 



Cuba. It was the first of two trips in which the committee 



sought firsthand information about Lee Harvey Oswald's 



alleged visit to the Cuban consulate in Mexico City, as wall 



as other evidence about the Kennedy assassination. ' During 



the trip to Havana the committee representatives were given 



an opportunity to interview President Castro himself. 

In a 4-hour session, which was tape recorded,' President 
Castro denied that he or any official of his government had 
anything to do with the death of President Kennedy or with 



i 
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Lee Harvey Oswald other than the visit to the Cuban 



consulate in September of 1963. 

The committee asked President Castro a series of 



questions. First, the committee asked him to recount 
whatever details he had learned and could recall regarding ■ 

Oswald's two visits to the Cuban consulate in Mexico City in j 

I 

September 1963. j 

Mr. Chairman, I ask that JFK F-429-A, a photo taken during 

| 

the interview of President Castro, be displayed and entered 
into the record at this point. 

The Chairman. Without objection, it may be entered into 

I 

I 

the record at this place and displayed. 

i 

[ The information follows - ] 



************ COMMITTEE INSERT *********** 



I 
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Mr. Blakey. In. addition, may a tape of that interview, 
JFK F-429-B, and a transcript, JFK F-429-C, also be included 
in the record at this point? 

The Chairman. Without objection, it may be entered into 
the record at this point. 

[The information follows: ] 

************ COMMITTEE INSERT *********** 



I 




JCAME: HAA262000 PAGE 5 



Mr. Blakey. With your permission, Mr. Chairman, I would 

i 

55 like now to play the recording of President Castro's answer 

i 

i 

l 

56 to that first auestion. 

, 

57 The Chairman. You may proceed. 

58 [Tape- recording played. ] 

I 

59 Mr. Blakey. Mr. Chairman, the committee's next question 

■ 

60 was more specific. It dealt with an account published in 

| 

61 1967 in the National Enquirer claiming that Oswald while at 

62 the consulate had voiced an intention to assassinate 

| 

63 President Kennedy. 

! 

! 

64 Mr. Chairman, I note that JFK F-428 has already been 

; 

65 displayed and entered into the record. It is a reproduction . 

I ; 

! 

66 of that National Enquirer article. It is probably also 

67 appropriate to note that that article has had wide 

68 circulation. For example, Daniel Schorr repeats it in his 

69 booh, ' 'Clearing the Air. ' ' 

I 

| 

70 President Castro, according to the story in the National ! 

I 

I 

71 S Enquirer, had admitted to being told of the threat, though 

i ; 

I ! 

i 

72 1 he had taken no action in response to it. The tape of this 
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portion, of President Castro's remarks is not suitable for 



playing in a public room. Consequently, I will read his 



response . 



President Castro said: 



.''This is absurd. I didn't say that... It has been 
invented from the beginning until the end. I didn't say 
that. Hour could I say that? It's a lie from (head to toe). 

If this man would have done something like that, it would 
have been our moral duty to inform the United States. You 
understand? Because if a man comas here, mentions that he 



wants to kill Kennedy, we are (being provoked), do you 
realize that? It would have been similar to a mad person. 
If somebody comes to us and said that, it would have been 
our moral responsibility to inform the United States. How 
could we accept a man from Mexico to Cuba who tells us that 
he is going to kill President Kennedy? If somebody is 
trying to create provocation or a trap, and uh . . .we would 
have denounced him. . .Sure, a person coming here or even in 
one of our embassies saying that... And that never happened. 
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No part, as far as X know... But how could they interview me 
in a pizzeria. I never go to public restaurants and that 
man invented that. That was invented. 



''I do not remember that. And, uh, it is a surprise for 
me to see because I couldn't have said that. You have to 
see who wrote it. And, what is the job of that journalist? 
What is he engaged in? And, what prestige has this 
j ournalist ? . . . You shoujLd have to find who he is and why he 
wrote it, and with whom he is related. . .and which sense they 
have to attribute those words which are absolutely invented. 

I think it is possible that you would be able to find out 
who that journalist was. Do you have some news about that 
journalist in that newspaper?... 

''Let me tell you. Of every 100 interviews that are 
requested of me X only grant one because if I were to give 
all the interviews that I am requested to, you can be sure 
that I would not be able to have anything but 24 hours of my 
life to have interviews . I would not have enough time to do 



anything else. Barbara Walters waited 3 years for an 
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interview ... just almost 3 years. And even that of 



Moyers... I didn't want to have that Moyer interview. He 



started talking and the truth is that he was very insistent 



from the time he c ame down from the airplane and in spite of 



the fact that there was no commitment from me regarding the 



interview. There are a lot of interview requests and it is 



very difficult, but I would never have given a journalist an 



interview in a pizzeria. ' ' 



The Chairman. Would you suspend for just one moment? 



Mr. Blakey.. Certainly. 



The Chairman. X think X misunderstood you. There was 



some reason you explained for reading that. 



Mr. Blakey. Yes. The tape unfortunately, as has been my 



experience, Mr. Chairman, and I am sure yourself in trials. 



that any effort, when you have a mechanical device 



inevitably they fail at least once out of three, and while 



we made an effort to enhance the quality of that portion of 



the tape, in which President Castro responded to this 



129 



particular question, we played it and it just simply was not 
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suitable for playing in a public auditorium. It was not 
audible. Consequently, it was thought best to read it 
rather than to play the tape. 

The Chairman. Thank you. 

hr. Blakey. We really did the best we could. 

hr. Chairman, the author of the national Enquirer story 
was a British freelance journalist named Comer Clark. He 
died in 1 97 2 . 

Nevertheless, the committee, while conducting other 
investigations in England, made an effort to explore Hr. 
Clark's background and reputation for veracity. Frankly, it 
was not good. Apparently, he wrote extensively for the 
sensationalist press in England. His articles include such 
items as ''British Girls as Nazi Sex Slaves,’’ ''I 'Was 
Hitler's Secret Love, ' ' and ' 'German Plans to Kidnap the 
Royal Family . ' ' 

On the other hand, even though there may be considerable 
doubt as to the fact of Clark's interview with President 
Castro, the committee has been informed that the -substance 
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of the Clark article is supported by highly confidential but 
reliable sources available to the United States Government. 

Apart from the reliability of the source, whether or not 
this source may have provided reliable information in this 
instance is of course an issue that the committee will have 
to consider in December. In this connection the Cuban 
Government has suggested to the committee that the 
circulation of this story represents a disinformation effort 
by the Central Intelligence Agency designed to discredit 
Cuba and to implicate her in the assassination. 

Mr. Chairman, President Castro also discussed the general 
subject of assassination as a means for achieving political 
change. His thoughts on it are pertinent to the 
investigation. It would be appropriate, then, to play his 
response to that question, which fortunately is clear enough 
to play in a public proceeding. 

The Chairman. Okay. 

[Tape recording played. ] 

Mr. 31akey. Finally, Mr. Chairman, President Castro 
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commented on the specific so-called threat reported in the 



New Orleans Times Picayune of September 9. It would be 



appropriate, Mr. Chairman, to play the last excerpt. 



The Chairman. Xou may proceed. 
[Tape recording .played. 'I 



Mr. Blakey. Mr. Chairman, I would note for the record 



that President Castro was of course speaking in Spanish, and 



the simultaneous English translation was -provided by Juanita 



Ver a . 



Mr. Chairman, in August, during the committee's second 



trip to Cuba, the Cuban Government made available to the 



committee one Rolando Cubela, who identified hmself to the 



committee as AMLASH, on the basis of his reading of the 1976 



Senate report. It would be appropriate at this point, Mr. 



Chairman, to enter into the record and to display JFK F-424, 
a photograph of Mr. Cubela. 



[ The information follows : ] 
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The Chairman. Without objection, it may be entered into 



the record and displayed accordingly. 



Mr. Blakey. Mr. Cubela indicated that he had been 



prosecuted and convicted by the Cuban Government for 
plotting against Premier Castro. He said that during that 



prosecution he did not inform the Cuban Government and the 



Cuban Government did not learn that his plot had the support 



of CIA personnel. The, Cuban Government affirmed Mr. 



Cubela's assertion. He also indicated that he had no 



evidence on which he could say that any official of the 



United States Government or of the CIA higher than his case 



officer was aware of the assassination aspects of his plot. 



The Cuban Government suggested that the AMLASH plot in 



operation on November 22, 1963, as outlined in the Senate 



report, could not, therefore, have served as a provocation 



by the United States motivating Cuban retaliation against 



President Kennedy. 



Mr. Chairman, another aspect of the committee's 



investigation of Oswald's trip to Mexico had to do with any 
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associations Oswald may have had while he was there other 



than those at the Cuban consulate and the Soviet Embassy. 



The Warren Commission concluded he had none, that he kept to 



himself throughout his stay. It turns out, however, that 11 



days after the Commission concluded its investigation and 



issued its report in September 1964, a Mexican woman came 



forward with quite a different version of Oswald's 



activities in Mexico City. 



Her name is Elena Garro de Paz. Though now divorced, sh 



was at the time the wife of Octavio Paz, the noted poet and 



Mexican diplomat. Elena Garro herself is an accomplished 



author . 



Ultimately, Elena Garro 's story came to the attention of 



American intelligence services. As far as it is known, no 



service initiated a full-scale followup investigation. One 



reason might be that Elena Garro's credibility is 



controversial. This committee has been told, on the one 



hand , that she is absolutely trustworthy, while o the r s have 



claimed that the same vivid imagination that has made her a 
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literary success has also tended to color her perception of 
actual events. 



That being said, Elena Garro's story is interesting, as 
the way it has unfolded in this investigation. 

Elena Garro says that along with her daughter, Elinita, 
and her sister, Deba Galvan, she was invited to a party at 
the home of her cousin, Ruben Duran Navarro, then the 



brother-in-law of Sylvia Tirado Duran. She first said that 
the party was in early October 1963, though, after 
inspection of her personal calendar for that period, 
adjusted the time to late September. 

There were three young American men at the party, she 
says, the guests of Sylvia Duran, and one of the Americans 
was Lee Harvey Oswald. She describes one of his companions 
as tall and slender with long blond hair, a gaunt face, and 
a protruding chin. The other was tall also, with short, 
light brown hair. 



In 1964, Elena Garro became a friend of an American 



foreign service officer named Charles Thomas, and, over 




-NAME : 



HAA262000 



PAGE 



244 

245 
2 46 

247 

248 

249 

250 

25 1 

252 

253 

254 

255 

256 

257 

258 

259 

260 

26 1 
262 



1 5 

time, she related her story to him in detail. She explained 
that when she had gone to the American Embassy in October 
1964 and told her story, the man she talked to seemed to 
believe little of it. 

She told Thomas that Oswald was wearing a black sweater 
the party, and that he stared at the floor a lot. She said 
the three Americans stuck together rather than mix with the 
other guests. She said that a Eusebio Azcue , the Cuban 
Consul, was also at the party. 

Elena Garro told Thomas that on the day of the 
assassination, she and her daughter went to the Cuban 
Embassy and shouted, ''assassins.'' 

P.PTR RUDOLPH 
10 = 00 

This she claimed was before she saw a newspaper photo 
identifying Oswald as the suspected assassin. 

After she and her daughter returned home on November 22, 
1963, a man she thought was an agent of the Mexican Ministry 
of Government came to her house and told her she and Elinita 
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were in danger of being harmed by the Communists. He took 

I 

i 

them to a ''sanctuary'’, a small hotel called the Vermont, 

j 

where they remained for 8 days. It was after getting to the | 

I 

hotel that Elena Garro first saw a photo of Oswald and 
realized she had seen him at the Duran party. 

j 

This man, who must be referred to here as Mr. X, advised j 

i 

Elena Garro to beware of the American Embassy, that it was 
staffed by Communists., 

Elena Garro also claimed that several months after the 

| 

j 

assassination she was visited by two Communists who warned 
her not to tell her story. 

Shortly after the assassination, Elena Garro told Thomas, i 
an American woman came and spent several days at her home. 

I 

This/ woman, who must be referred to as Ms. Y, was told the 

| 

j 

story one evening by Elena Garro's sister, Deba Galvan, who 

j 

had been drinking. Ms. Y urged the two women to tell their 

I 

! 

story to American authorities in Texas, not in Mexico. 

Failing that, Ms. Y offered to arrange a meeting with a high- 

i 

ranking American official in Mexico. It never transpired. 



i 
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because Elena Garro and Ms. Y had a falling out. 

Mrs. Y did, however, send the first report on Elena Garro 
and her story to American authorities in 1964. 

Charles Thomas believed Elena Garro and reported her 
account in memoranda that were circulated in the U.S. 



Embassy in Mexico City. Nevertheless, when the reports 
reached Washington, neither the CIA nor the FBI showed any 
interest. No investigation was ordered, even though, on 
October 10, 1966, it was learned an Elena Garro had indeed 

been registered at the Hotel Vermont over the period she 
claimed she was there in 1963. 



Charles Thomas was recalled to Washington in 1976 and 
''selected out’’ of the foreign service in 1968. In 1970, 
having had some 2,000 job applications rejected, he 
committed suicide. In 1974 the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, having determined that his dismissal was a 
mistake, had Thomas posthumously reinstated. 

Mr. Chairman, the committee on Friday of last week 
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received permission from the State Department to make public 
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a group of previously classified documents dealing with Mr. 
Thomas and Elena Garro. While they have been declassified, 
there are certain privacy aspects of them that would make it 
inappropriate to include it in this record now. 

nevertheless, I would ask that they be marked as JFK-F- 
and inserted in this record at this point after they have 
been duly edited. 

The Chairman. Without objection it may be done. 

[The information follows: ] 
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Mr. Blakey. The committee has also tried to locate Mr. X 
and Ms. Y to no avail. 



I 



The committee also sought to interview another individual I 

i 

who was employed in the Cuban Embassy in 1963. Although the ! 

I 

interview had been prearranged, he left Mexico City suddenly j 

| 

the day committee investigators arrived, and returned the ' 

I 

i 

day they were scheduled to depart. 

The investigators,, having decided to stay an extra day, 

j 

j 

contacted the former employee by phone, but he refused to 

j 

speak with them. The committee has also learned tht Mexican 

i 

authorities had been requested not to allow the committee 

! 

i 

investigators to interview the employee. 

Members of the Duran family were questioned about Elena | 

l 

Garro's allegations. They denied that they socialised with 

j 

the people she said were at their party, although Sylvia 
Duran did recall that Elena herself may have been at one or 

j 

two parties at her home in the fall of 1963. Sylvia Duran 
denied that Oswald had been there. 

Another Mexican has claimed to have been in contact with 
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Oswald in Mexico City. Oscar Contreras Lartigue told an 
American foreign service officer (not Charles Thomas) in 
1967 that as a student at the University of Mexico in 1963 
he had met Oswald as he was leaving a roundtable discussion 
at the School of Philosophy. 

Contreras, who described Oswald as ' 'strange and 
introverted' ' , said he spent the rest of the day, that night 
and part of the following day with Oswald and some other 
students. He said Oswald told them he had come to the 
university looking for pro-Castro students who might help 
persuade the Cuban Embassy to grant him a visa. Oswald told 
them, Contreras said, that he was from California and was a 
member of a pro-Castro organization in New Orleans. 

Contreras was later reinterviewed by American authorities J 
He refused to identify other students who had met Oswald, 

i 

| 

because they were still active revolutionaries. Contreras 

i 

I 

I 

stated that originally Oswald was suspected of being an 

| 

j 

American intelligence agent, that he never mentioned 
President Kennedy or assassination, and that he repeatedly 
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expressed a wish to get to Cuba promptly. 



Mexican authorities have reported to the committee that 



there was an Oscar Contreras Lartigue registered at the 



University of Mexico in 1960, but not in 1963. They also 
reported that an Oscar Contreras had once signed a manifesto 
written by a pro-Castro student group, but that the group 
ceased to function in 1962. 



nevertheless, the, committee placed some significance in 



Contreras' story because it learned that ’a professor from 



the University of Mexico held philosophy seminars in the 



Duran home. The philosophy professor, a close friend of the 



Durans, was a well know Marxist at the university. 

The committee tried to arrange an interview with Contrer 



through Mexican officials, but whan its investigators 
arrived, Contreras had disappeared. 



In summation, Mr. Chairman, I must state that the 



committee has, with the exception of certain witnesses made 



available by the Cuban and Mexican Governments, largely been 
frustrated in its attempts to investigate the nature of Lee 
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Harvey Oswald's activities and possible associations in 

I 

Mexico City through personal interviews with those persons ! 

who purportedly have first-hand knowledge of such matters. ' 

i 

The only other theoretical possibility for resolving these 
issues was, of course, physical evidence, either documents 
or photographs. In this regard, the Cuban Government has 
suggested that photographic evidence should exist, at least 

j 

as to Oswald's alleged., visits to the Cuban Consulate in 

j 

I 

i 

Mexico City. Such photographs might well include, ox 

I 

i 

course, the identities of the companions, if any, who were 
with him on those occasions. 

! 

In fact, the Cuban Government has provided the photos in E- 
438, in support of their claim that there was a photographic | 
surveillance site across the street from the Cuban Consulate 
in 1963. 

Mr. Chairman, I ask that F-438 be displayed and entered 

i 

into the record. 

i 

The Chairman. Without: objection it may be entered into 

j 

the record at this point. 
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Mr. Blakey. To supports its claim that there was a 
photographic surveillance site across the street from the 
Cuban Consulate in 1963, the Cuban Government, Mr.. Chairman, 
has indicated that the top left of the photograph represents 
a, diagram of the Cuban Consulate on the left and on the 
right of the building that is displayed immediately to the 
right of that diagram. It is from that building that they 
suggest that photographic surveillance took place. 

The three bottom photographs on the exhibit illustrate 
examples of their ability to photograph, the photographer, 
during the course of his surveillance of the Cuban 
Consulate . 

Mr. Chairman, I would indicate that the committee has 
conducted an extensive investigation to determine who, if 
anyone, was responsible for the surveillance outlined in 
this exhibit in the periods of time during which that 
surveillance was in operation. 

It has also sought to identify and personally interview 
those individuals who may have conducted the surveillance 
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and to obtain , if possible , all relevant photographs. 
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1 

Once again, however, I have to report to you, Mr. 




4 1 2 


Chairman, that the committee's efforts have met with 
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^ ^ u ^ t i o n . Ho photographs ox Lee Harvey Oswald or of any 
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other person 'who can be said to be an associate of his have 
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I 

been locate d . 

| 
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| 

Mr. Chairman, that ends today's presentation on Cuba, 




4 1 7 


Mexico and the assassination. 

! 
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The Chairman. Thank you. Professor Blakey. 

I 


\ 
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i 

Before you proceed to the next section, once again I thinH 

i 
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it appropriate for me to indicate for the record the kind of 
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1 

cooperation that was necessary for this committee to obtain 

i 




422 


in order to do the extensive type of investigation that we 




423 


have done in this particular area. 

i 




I 

424 


X acknowledged in the lacier pari of yesterday's hearings ! 

i 




425 


I 

i 

the kind of cooperation ue had gotten from Cuban Government 

i 

i 




426 


1 

officials. But X might appropriately note at this time that I 

j 




427 


to my knowledge and to the knowledge of the members of this 

j 




428 

| 

1 


committee, it is unprecedented for a head of a foreign 
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429 nation to subject himself to interrogation by a 

430 congressional committee. 

431 Not only did President Castro spend in excess of 4-1/2 

432 hours with this committee, but he made it clear and apparent 

I 

433 to us that in every respect his officials were to give us 

434 complete cooperation. 

! 

435 I think the final record in this case will indicate the 

! 

436 voluminous documents and witnesses that we interviewed in 

I 

437 this area and virtually every reguest made by this committee 

| 

438 was complied with, even to the extent of the fact that the 

| 

439 committee when it went there conducted itself in the same 

i 

j 

j 

440 way we have attempted to do our work here and that is to 

i 

i 

441 work quietly and without any type of fanfare. 

442 For that reason, we made the same- type of request in Cuba ; 

| 

443 that our work there not be announced, that we be accorded 

I 

444 the opportunity to work privately and quietly and to that 

445 extent the President and his officials afforded us the kind 

! 

446 of housing that we needed in order to remain out of public 

j 
i 

447 

I 



ve iu . 
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So X think that the record ought to appropriately 
acknowledge the fact that this committee was given extensive 
cooperation by President Castro and his officials and we are 
grateful for that cooperation. 

Professor Blakey? 

Mr. Blakey. Mr. Chairman, it would be appropriate now to 
shift the focus of the hearing somewhat from Cuba, Mexico 
City and the assassination , and begin today and in the days 
that follow an examination of the performance of the 
agencies . 



I 

I 

! 

i 

I 



i 

I 



The first agency whose performance in 1953 and 1964 that 
will be examined is the Secret Service. 



Of all of the Federal agencies that were in any way 
involved in protecting President Kennedy or investigating 
his assassination , the Secret Service has come in for the 
most scathing criticism. Within hours of the tragedy in 
Dallas, press accounts were pointedly suggesting that the 
agency had been derelict in its duty to provide Presidential 
security. 



i 



j 

i 
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The more obvious questions were raised first. Why had the 

i 

motorcade been routed through Dealey Plaza, an open, park- 



like area surrounded by tall buildings? Why wasn't there 
more physical protection of the President— why, for example, 
were there no agents 'in the limousine itself, forming a 
human shield? Why was the limousine moving at such a slow 
speed? And why were agents in an open car directly behind 
the limousine so slow ,to respond at the sound of the first 
shot? 



! 

i 



I 



The Warren Commission was quite blunt in its admonishment j 
of the Secret Service: 



The Commission has concluded that at the time of the 

I 

assassination the arrangements relied upon by the Secret 



Service to perform this function were serously deficient. 

j 

i 

And,' the Commission adds in its report: 

| 

The Commission believes that the facilities and procedures 
of the Protective Research Section of the Secret Service 



prior to November 22, 1963, were inadequate. The approach 

of the Warren Commission seems to have been (a) to document 
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49 9 l 
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i 

500 
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the conduct of Secret Service agents physically present at 
the ass as s ination scene; and (b) to record the perceptions 
of supervisory personnel as to Secret Service performance on 
the trip to Dallas and as to reforms called for to improve 
the protective operations of the agency. 

The Select Committee, while not disregarding the physical 
performance of the Secret Service on November 22, 1963, has 

attempted to go one step farther. It has assembled data on 
threats against President Kennedy from Secret Service files, 
in an effort to establish a basis for a fair, objective 
analysis. This has enabled the committee to scrutinise the 
extent to which Secret Service protective measures reflected 
the agency's grasp of potential danger to the President 
during the Kennedy years . 

In other words, was the Secret Service in part to blame 
for the assassination because it failed to gather sufficient 
information on security problems in Dallas, or because it 
failed to analyze that information for its full 
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significance ? 
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The questions this committee posed for itself were these: 

1 . How skillfully did the Secret Service acquire 
information about threat activity around the country? 

2. What was the quality of the insight used to analyse 
the information? 

3. Did protective operations in the field reflect a 



thorough awareness of threat activity? 

Besore we get to .testimony bearing on these questions, 
would seam useful to consider for a moment the historic 



i 

i 



it j 



background of the Secret Service and its evolving role in 
the Federal law enforcement picture. 

i 

i 

I 

X"t is worth noting "that: the Kennedy assassination was the j 

I 

! 

first and only event of its kind since the Secret Service 

j 

was assigned to full-time protection of the President in 

I 



1901, as a result of the assassination of William McKinley. 



Originally, when it was formed in 1865, the Secret Service 

I 

I 

was not given responsibili ty for Presidential protection, 

| 

i 

even though that was the year Lincoln was murdered. 

i 

The primary purpose of the Secret Service at the outset 
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was to deal with counterfeiting which had become a national 
outrage in the period before 1862 when a standardised 
national currency was adopted. By the end of the 1860 's the 
new agency had all but eliminated the problem. 

For the balance of the 19th century, the Secret Service 
engaged in various criminal detection activities. It 
investigated the Ku Klux Klan in the 1870's, Spanish 
espionage in the 1890's, organised crime in New York City in 



the eighties and nineties, and syndicated gambling in 

I 

Louisiana at the turn of the century. 

Even with the assignment of Presidential protection as its 
primary purpose, the Secret Service was not guaranteed the 

| 

necessary annual appropriation to carry out the task. It ; 

i 

wasn't until 1908 that the agency's mission was clarified, 
and, at that, for an ironic reason. 

I 

When the Secret Service exposed the participation in land 



fraud schemes by Members of Congress from several western 
States, legislation was passed restricting the operations of 
the agency and creating a new Federal law enforcement body 
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which ultimately became the Federal 3ureau of Investigation. 

So, the original FBI men were eight agents tranasferred 
from the Secret Service. 



The law limiting the Secret Service's responsibilities 
left it with two concerns: Treasury matters, or 

counterfeiting, and protection of the President. On 
occasion, however, it was given exceptional assignments. 

During World War .1, for example, it want after German 
saboteurs, and in 1921 it investigated the roles of 
Secretary of the Interior Albert B. Fall and Attorney 
General Harry M. Daugherty in the Teapot Dome Scandal. 

From about 1930 on, the Secret Service was an anti- 
counterfeiting agency with the additional assignment of 
protecting the President. For the latter function, on only 
two occasions before November 22, 1963, was the agency 

tested by an actual assault on a President: 



In February 1 932, the car in which President P.oosevalt 
riding was fired on in Miami, killing the mayor of Chicago, 



Anton Cermak. 



In November 1950, members of the Puerto Rican 
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Nationalist Party tried to force their way into Blair House, 
the temporary home of President Truman. 

It ought to be clear, therefore, that the best way to 
evaluate the performance of the Secret Service at the time 
of the Kennedy assassination is to look at it not so much in 
the context of history, but rather in the context of the 
climate in 1963 and how well the Secret Service appreciated 
that climate, especially as it might have been evident in 
Texas . 



President Kennedy posed a problem for the Secret Service 
from the start. As a policymaker, he was liberal and 
innovative, perhaps startlingly so in comparison with the 
cautious approach of President Eisenhower. His personal 
style was known to cause agents assigned to him to tear 
their hair. He traveled more frequently than any of his 
predecessors, and he relished contact with crowds of well 
wishers. He scoffed at many of the measures designed to 
protect him and treated the danger of an assault 
philosophically--if someone wanted to kill him, he reasoned. 
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it would be very difficult to stop him. On at least one 
occasion. President Kennedy was literally ''lost'' by the 
Secret Service detail guarding his hotel room. 

On the very day of the assassination. Presidential 
Assistant Kenneth O'Donnell is reported to have told a 
Secret Service agent, ''you are not at fault. You can't min 
security and politics. We chose politics. ' ' 

The core of the Presidential security arm of the Secret 
Service is the White House detail, which in 1963 was 



composed of 36 special agents. Also, there were six special 
agent drivers, eight special agents assigned to the Kennedy 
family, and five special officers detailed to the Kennedy 
home in Hyannisport, Massachusetts . On the trip to Texas, 
there were 28 special agents in the Presidential entourage. 

In all, out of 552 employees in November 1963, there were 
70 special agents and 8 clerks — 17 percent of the total 
Secret Service work force — assigned to protecting the 
President and Vice President directly or to the Protective 
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Research Service, a preventive intelligence division charged 
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with gathering and evaluating threat information and seeing 




6 0 1 


that it is usefully disseminated. 




602 


In addition, there were 30 emnloyeas in the office of the 

J 




603 


Chief of the Secret Service, plus 313 agents and 131 clerks 




604 


in 66 field offices, all of whom were on call to assist in 

I 




605 


Presidential protection. 




606 


The time of need for the most manpower was in 1 963 , as it ; 

1 

I 




607 


i 

is now, when the President traveled and was exposed to 


f 


608 


i 

i 

crowds of people in open spaces. Then, the Secret Service 




609 


called on municipal, county and State law enforcement 

i 




6 1 0 


i 

agencies for personnel who assisted in the preparation of 




6 1 1 


i 

large-scale protective plans. 

j 




6 1 2 


In planning a Presidential trip, a set of procedures was 




6 1 3 


customarily followed. It is expected that they will be 




6 1 4 


I 

detailed in testimony today, along with answers to certain 

i 




6 15 


i 

specific issues stemming from the Kennedy assassination. 




6 1 6 


such as securing buildings along a parade route and liaison 




6 17 


between the Secret Service and other agencies. Federal as 




6 1 8 


! 

well as State, county and local. 

j 
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From the beginning of its investigation of the Secret 



Service, the committee realised the great importance of the 



Protective Research Service. PP.S is the memory of the 



agency, and it is responsible for analysing threat data. By 
reviewing PRS files and interviewing its personnel, the 



comittee has sought to clarify just how much the Secret 



Service knew about the sort and degree of the d angers the 



President faced in the. fall of 1963, and to learn what 



protective tactics had been devised in response to them. 



The committee was at pains to make a valid distinction 



between major and minor threats to the President in order 



that it could concentrate on the follow-up action to the 



significant ones. A threat was considered major if (a) it 



was verbal or communicated by a threatening act, and (b) if 



it created a danger great enough to reguira an in-depth and 



intense investigation by the Secret Service or other law 



enforcement agency. 



The committee e x amine d all threat profile investigations 



from March to December 1963, 313 of them in all, and it 
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incorporated into its analysis information on some major 
threat activity dating back to December 1962. 

The committee also considered the following questions in 
its investigation of Secret Service threat activity files, 



I 

| 

| 

I 

I 

! 



questions raised by the Kennedy assassination itself: 

1 . Was there an indication of a conspiracy to harm Secret 



Service protectees? 



2. Was there information developed in investigations of 



earlier threats that might be useful in the investigation of 



the assassination? 



3. Was the pertinent information in the Secret Service 



files made available to the Warren Commission? 



The first witness today will be Inspector Thomas J. 
Kelley. Inspector Kelley was assigned to represent the 
Secret Service in the investigation of President Kennedy's 
assassination . Inspector Kelley served as Secret Service 
liaison to the Warren Commission. 



Inspector Kelley received a 3. A. from Providence College 
and an L.L.3. from Georgetown University Law School. Ha has 
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been the Special Agent in charge of the Philadelphia Field 
Office, an Inspector in the Washington office, the Assistant 
Director of Protective Intelligence and Investigations in 
Washington, D.C., and he currently is the Assistant Director 
of Protective Operations in Washington, D.C. 

Inspector Kelley is a member of the International 
Association of Chiefs of Police and he has served as 
consultant to several Jar Eastern police agencies, as well 
as consultant to the Dominican Republic on protective 
matters . 

It would be appropriate at this time, Mr. Chairman, to 
call Inspector Kelley. 

The Chairman. The committee calls Inspector Kelley. 

Sir, would you raise your right hand and be sworn? 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you will give before 
the committee is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, so help you God? 

TESTIMONY OF INSPECTOR THOMAS J. KELLEY, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
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OF PROTECTIVE OPERATIOKS IK WASHINGTON, D. C. 

i 

i 



] 



Inspector Kelley. I do. 



The Chairman. The Chair recognizes counsel for the 
committee, leodis Matthews. 



Mr. Matthews. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Kelley, at this time are you retired from the Secret 
Service ? 



Inspector Kelley. Yes, in Feburary, 1978. 

Mr. Matthews. In 1963 you were a member of the Secret 
Service inspection detail? 



Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

i 

Mr. Matthews. What were your duties and responsibilities? 

i 

Inspector Kelley. The duties of the inspector from the 
Chief's office at that time were to conduct the field 



investigations of the activities of the Secret Service both 



in the field, at headquarters, and on the protective 
details, to make periodic inspections of the offices. 



I 



694 



Mr . Matthews . 



Were you concerned about the performance of 
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the agents in those investigations? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes, sir. 

j 

Mr. Matthaus. What type of inspection did you conduct of ; 
the agents' performance? 
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Inspector Kelley. In the field office? 

i 

I 

Mr. Mattheus . Yes. 

i 

Inspector Kelley. Their productivity, the manner in uhich 

i 

they conducted their c.ases, the number of arrests, the kind 
of investigations they conducted, their relationship uith 

I 

outsiders, their relationship to their oun people, and 

j 

generally the conduct of the requirements of the job. 

I 

Mr. Mattheus. I uant to call your attention to an 
exhibit, OFK-F-423. Are you able to see the exhibit from 
where you area, Mr. Kelley? 

Inspector Kelley. Generally, yes I can. 

I 

| 

Mr. Mattheus. This exhibit purports to be an 

| 

organizational chart of the Secret Service as of November 

i 

13, 1964. 

Inspector Kelley. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Matthews. To your knowledge would that have been 
basically the same organization of the Secret Service in 
1 963? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. And your position as Inspector would be .to-J 

i 

i 

report to the Director of the Secret Service? 

| 

I 

Inspector Kelley. Yes, sir, report to the Chief Inspector 

I 

who reported to the Director or the Chief. 

; 

! 

! 

Mr. Matthews. Now, also in the chart there is an 

i 

indication about halfway down at the righthand side, the 

| 

White House detail? 

I 

Inspector Kelley. Yes, sir. 



726 



Mr. Matthews. As an Inspector, did you also have occasion 



727 



to inspect the performance of the White House detail? 



728 



Inspector Kelley. Yes, during an inspection of the White 



729 House detail we would review the performance of the detail. 

730 Mr. Matthews. What sort of considerations would you give 



731 I evaluating their performance? 



732 



Inspector Kelley. 



he general conduct of the people on 




,-NAME : 



HAA262000 



PAGE 



42 



733 

734 

735 

736 

737 

738 

739 

740 

74 1 

742 

743 

744 I 

I 

745 

746 

747 

748 

749 

750 

75 1 



the detail, the carrying out of their assignment, the 
connection they had with their superiors and their fellow 
agents . 



Mr. Matthews. Would you also have conducted performance 
review of the Protective Research Service? 



Inspector Kelley. Yes . 

Mr. Matthews. Did you focus on the quality of 
investigation by the field offices in the Protective 
Research Service, whether they complied with the guidelines 
and procedures of the Secret Service? 



Inspector Kelley. Yes, that was part of the inspection 
procedure . 

Mr. Matthews. I want to call your attention to November 
22, 1963. At that time you were in Louisville, Kentucky? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Matthews. And you received a communique from Chief 
Rowley? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Matthews. What were the contents of that message? 
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1 

Inspector Kelley. The chief ' s office directed me to 


753 


proceed to Dallas, Texas, to assist Mr. Sorrels, the agent 

i 

i 


754 


i 

j 

in charge of the Dallas office, to assist him in finding out 

j 


755 


i 

what had happened at Dallas, what were the events 


756 


surrounding the assassination, and to coordinate any 


757 


investigation that might be conducted by the Secret Service 


758 


! 

concerning the assassination . 

1 


759 


i 

Mr. Matthews. And you arrived in Dallas, Texas that 

! 

| 


760 


1 1 

; evening? 


V 

76 1 


I ! 

Inspector Kelley. That evening. 

| 


762 

1 


| 

Mr. Matthews. How, upon your arrival, did you understand 


1 

763 


that your responsibility was to conduct a criminal 


764 1 


j 

conspiracy investigation? | 


765 


i 

Inspector Kelley. Ko . Actually, at that time it was to 


766 

1 


1 

find out exactly what happened and what the role of the 


767 


i 

Secret Service had been in that tragedy there . 

i 

j 


768 


j 

Mr. Matthews. What were your first actions? 


769 


Inspector Kelley. I first met with Mr. Sorrels and we 


770 S 


went to the police department where Oswald was being 
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interrogated. I sat in on, I think it was the second 



interrogation of Oswald. 

j 

Mr. Matthews. In total you were present for at least four 
interviews with Lee Harvey Oswald? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. Why did you feel it was necessary to be 



there ? 



Inspector Kelley. ■■ We were, of course, attempting to find 



out what had happened, whether he was the assassin, whether 



he had accomplices, whether there were other problems that 
the Secret Service might be facing in connection with 



assassination of other people. It was just generally to 






I 



find out what had happened. 

■ Mr. Matthews. The Warren Commission has indicated that 



I 

i 



there were several people present at the time. 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. In my opinion, there were too 
many present at the time of the interrogation of Oswald. 

The interrogation of Oswald by Captain Frits of the Dallas 
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Police Department was conducted under something less than 
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ideal circumstances. 



Mr. Matthews. What in effect would those circumstances 
have had upon the interrogation itself? 

Inspector Kelley. In my opinion, it made the 
interrogation of Oswald by Captain Frits, who at that time 
had the primary jurisdiction of handling Oswald, made it 
very difficult for him to conduct the kind "of interrogation 
that should have been conducted. 



Mr. Matthews. Did you engage in any conversation with Le 
Harvey Oswald? 



Inspector Kelley. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Matthews. What was the nature of that conversation? 



Inspector Kelley. I had asked Oswald if he had 
assassinated the President. I told him who I was. I said 



that the Secret Service had the responsibility for 
protecting the President, that he was in custody accused of 
assassinating the President, and we wanted to know whether 
he had done it, and if he hadn't done it, to let us know; if 



he had done it, to admit it. 
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He indicated that he would talk to me later on. 

Mr. Matthews. Now you were also present at the time that 



Lee Harvey Oswald was shot. 



Inspector Kelley. I was not in the immediate vicinity, 
was upstairs in the police office. We had just left Oswald 
in the police headquarters . The police took him down to the 
basement to transport him. Mr. Sorrels and I remained 
upstairs. When we heard that he had been shot, we 
immediately went down to the basement.- Oswald was still in 
the basement. The ambulance had been backed in to take him 
to the hospital. 

I attempted to enter the ambulance with Oswald to go to 
the hospital. I was prevented from getting into the 
ambulance by the Dallas policemen who got into the ambulance 
with him. 



Mr. Matthews. Now during the time between your first 
conversation with Lee Harvey Oswald and the time that the 
shooting occurred, did you make any attempt to ascertain 
what his background had been? 
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I 

Inspector Kelley. Let me have the uuestion again 

! 

Mr. tlattheus . What investigation did you conduct into thj 
background of Lee Harvey Oswald? 

i 

■ 

inspector Kelley. The investigation that the Secret 
Service conducted personally was, of course, the interviews 

with Mrs. Oswald, with Marina. We had put a detail with j 

' 

Marina after Lee Harvey's assassination and we attempted to 

j 

get as much background, as we could on Oswald from her. I 



I 

j 

Oz course, there was a great deal of information coming to 

j 

| 

us in the Dallas office at that time from the other agencies 
who had something, some information on Oswald. The FBI had 
information on him. The agency apparently had some 

| 

information on him and had furnished it to our headquarters. 

The Dallas police had some information on him and the 
State Department had some information on him in connection 

i 

with his trips to Russia. The military was supplying 
information to our headquarters and it was being provided to ! 

I 

I 

me at Dallas . 



All of this information was coming down to Dallas to me. 
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847 


Mr. Matthews. Did you make any attempts personally to 


848 


obtain information from the Secret Service files about Lee 

j 


849 


1 

Harvey Oswald's background in connection with the Cuban 


850 


i 

organizations ? 


85 1 


Inspector Kelley. Well, the inquiry we made of the Secret 

| 


852 


Service files was whether the Secret Service had anything on 

1 


853 


Oswald prior to the assassination, and we had not. 


854 


Mr. Matthews. Based upon your investigation in Dallas in ; 


855 


| 

the few days right after the assassination, did you develop 

i 


356 


a background in regard to Lee Harvey Oswald which you 


857 


1 

communicated to the field offices of the Secret Service? 


358 


1 

Inspector Kelley. Hot an entire background that we gave j 


859 


them. We were putting all the information together, but I 


860 


j 

don't know that we put it in any one document as to his 

1 


86 1 


entire background. It was in the series of documents that 


862 


accompanied records we were preparing. 

j 


863 


j 

Mr. Matthews. When you were in Dallas conducting the i 


864 


investigation, were you the person in charge of the 

i 


365 


assassination investigation on behalf of the Secret Service? 

i 
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Inspector Kelley. Yes, in Dallas. 

Hr. Matthews . Did you request the field offices conduct 
investigations of suspects who they thought might have a 
connection with the assassination? 

Inspector Kelley. In' connection with the assassination? 
Ko , I don’t know that we sent any requests, that I sent any 



I 

j 

I 

I 



i 

i 



i 



872 

873 

874 

875 

876 

877 ; 

I 

| 

878 j 

I 

| 

879 I 

880 
88 1 
882 

I 

883 | 



requests like that out. You must remember, of course, that 
there was a coordinated investigation being conducted by the 
Protective Research Section in Washington and our offices 
were furnishing you information that came to their attention 
from other agencies subsequent to the assassination and 
furnishing that to us at headquarters and to me in Dallas. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you request that the Chicago field 
office conduct an investigation in connection with the rifle 
found in the Texas School Book Depository? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Matthews. Who did you talk with in the Chicago 
office ? 



i 



i 

i 



i 

! 



884 



Inspector Kelley. I don’t recall now particularly who 
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'tslked toj but I talked bo someone in the Chicago office and j 

I 

asked them to run this lead out that aa had. 

fir. Matthews . Non > Mr. Kelley, you were aware of an 

I 

’ 

investigation concerning agents who were alleged to have 
been drinking the night before and the morning before the 

i 

assassination? 

Inspector Kelley. I am aware of the inquiry, yes. 

Mr. Matthews . To, your knowledge, were any of those agents 
found in violation of the Secret Service rules? 

Inspector Kelley. I don’t think they were found in 

I 

violation of any Secret Service rules warranting any action 
on them. It was an area of poor judgment, I presume, but 

| 

there was no specific violation of any rule. 

Of course, the inquiry indicated that their action the 

j 

night before had nothing, no bearing, on what happened in 

! 

i 

i 

Dallas . 

Mr. Matthews. Did you have occasion to review the 
performance of the agents at the time of the Kennedy 
assassination, the shooting episode in Dealey Plaza? 

i 
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Inspector Kelley. les, the agents that were in Dallas. 
Mr. Matthews. What conclusion did you reach with respect 
to their behavior? 



Inspector Kelley. Well, I felt that none of the agents 
could be charged with any dereliction of duty in conne c tion 
with the assassination. 



Mr. Matthews. Did you have any conversation with the 
driver of the Presidential vehicle? 



Inspector Kelley. No, I did not. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you review his conduct? 

Inspector Kelley. I reviewed his conduct. 

Mr. Matthews. What did you understand his instructions 



■ Inspector Kelley. Well, his instructions were, of course 
to see that the car was driven safely, that the safety of 
his passengers was paramount, that he was to assure himself 
that the car was in condition to move properly, just to keep 
the safety of the passengers. 

Mr. Matthews. Did he have any specific instructions that 






~MAME = 


HAA262000 PAGE 52 




923 


i 

1 

he was to take in anticipation of harm to the President? 




924 


Inspector Kelley. The general instruction, of course, to 




925 


the agents in a situation where the President is considered . 

| 




926 


to be in danger is to get the President out of there, to 




927 


j 

evacuate the President. 

j 




928 


The Secret Service does not consider it necessary for the I 




929 


j 

Secret Service to stand and fight in any situation. Our 

I 




930 


1 

primary duty is the security of the President and to remove 

I 


f 


93 1 


1 

him from any dangerous situation. 


\ 


932 


i 

So that generally the instructions to the drivers of the ! 




933 


cars are to be prepared to get the President away from any 

i 




934 


I 

j 

dangerous situation. j 




935 


1 

! 

1 

Mr. Matthews. Had the driver of the vehicle received any i 




936 


training in defensive driving or basic driving? 




937 


Inspector Kelley. Hot in a formal sense. However, Mr. 




938 


Greer who was driving the President's car at that time and 




9 39 


the other agents who were assigned as drivers had long 




940 


i 

practice and history of driving the Presidential vehicles 

j 




94 1 

j 


and the security vehicles. 

1 
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942 

943 

944 
9 45 

946 

947 

948 

949 

950 

i 

951 

952 

953 | 

j 

954 | 

I 

955 

956 

957 

958 

959 



Mr. Matthews. Were there any tests available at the time 
to gauge or measure the reactions of those persons who were 
responsible for the close physical protection of President 
Kennedy ? 

Inspector Kelley. I believe there were tests available. 

I am not certain that any were given to the particular 
agents that were involved in it at the time of the 
assassination . 

Mr. Matthews. ' You reviewed their performance? 

Inspector Kelley. But I reviewed their performance? 

Mr. Matthews. You did review their performance? 

Inspector Kelley. I did review their performance. 

Mr. Matthews. Do you have a recollection that any such 
tests were available to give them ? 

Inspector Kelley. I have no recollection that any tests 
were given . 

Mr. Matthews. Mr. Kelley, the Special Agent in charge of 
the White House detail testified before this committee that 



960 



he had been removed from his position, that he had 
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961 considered his conduct a demotion. Did you have occasion to 



962 review his performance? 



Inspector Kelley. Yes. That man, of course, was not at 



964 Dallas. I had occasion to review his performance at other 



965 times, but he was not present in Dallas. • * 

| 

| 

966 Mr. Matthews. Did you review his performance in | 



967 connection with selecting agents to go to Dallas and make 

968 the arrangements for tjie trip? 



969 Inspector Kelley. Yes. 



970 I Mr. Matthews. What, if any, conclusions did you draw with 

971 respect to his performance? 



972 S Inspector Kelley. His performance was normal under those \ 

973 circumstances. The selection of agents was a rather routine 

1 

974 performance at that time. 



975 | Mr. Matthews. How long did you remain in Dallas? 



976 | Inspector Kelley. I can't tell you the exact date, but I 



977 returned to Washington some time before December 15, 



978 probably the first week or 10 days of December. 



979 Mr. Matthews. How in the week following the 
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993 
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assassination, did you receive any reports from the field 
offices reporting results of their investigation or were 
there any subjects and their agents connected with the 
assassination? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes, we received several reports . At 
that time there were several rumors going around that Oswald 
had been seen in various places and Oswald had connections 
in various cities. These reprots were coming to us and - | 

I 

being evaluated. 

| 

i 

Mr. Matthews. What was the nature of those reports 

! 

generally? Did they identify any particular organisation? 

| 

Inspector Kelley. They were generally running out rumors i 

i 

concerning Oswald being seen with certain people in other 

j 

cities. There was a report coming to us from Hew Orleans 
that Oswald had been seen in Hew Orleans, had been arrested 
in Hew Orleans, and had been participating in some 

i 

pamphleteering activities in Hew Orleans. 

! 

Mr. Matthews. You were aware during the time you were in! 
Dallas that Lee Harvey Oswald had been a member of the FPCC, 
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Fair Play for Castro Committee? 

Inspector Kelley. That they came out of New Orleans. 

Mr. Matthews. And you were also aware of the fact that 
one of the Secret Service agents had interviewed Marina 
Oswald shortly after the assassination? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. During the course of that interview she had 
indicated to him that she waas a strong Castro supporter? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you make any requests to any of the 
field offices to determine if there were any Cuban 
organizations or groups which had threatened or presented a 
threat to the President? 

Inspector Kelley. No, I didn't make any particular 
requests on that matter, but there were at that time, prior 
to the assassination, several investigations going on in the 
Secret Service office concerning groups that had in their 
rhetoric indicated that they were a danger to the President 
or had threatened the President or had been reported to have 
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1025 
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I 

1 0 32 j 

1033 

1034 
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threatened the President. 

Mr. Matthews. Mr. Kelley, I call your attention to a 
report that was written by a special agent in Chicago, a 
synopsis of which indicates that an informant advises that 
he had been in touch with a group of Chicago Cubans who may 
be involved in the assassination of the late President 
Kennedy . 

Inspector Kelley..- Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. Can you state whether or not you were aw 
of that investigation while you were in Dallas? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you file a report in connection with 
that matter? 

Inspector Kelley. No, I didn’t file any report that I 
recall. It was information coming to us. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you receive any other information th 
tended to support or corroborate that investigation? 

Inspector Kelley. hot that I recall. 



1036 



Mr . Matthews . 



Do you recall receiving any reports from 
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the Miami area focusing in on an investigation connected 
with the Chicago investigation? 



Inspector Kelley. Yes, there Mere several reports coming 1 
out of the Miami area. The Secret Service had been vary 
interested in the Cuban activity in the Florida area, the 
Miami area particularly, prior to the assassination because 



of the visits of President Kennedy to Miami and to his home 
in Florida. 



We had frequent trips to Miami with our protectees . We 
were concerned with the Cuban activities in Miami and we 



received several reports concerning them. 

Mr. Matthews. Do you recall receiving a report from a 
special agent in Miami, a Miami investigation, mentioning a 
person by the name of Suentin Pina Machado? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Matthews. What was your recollection about that 



i 

l 

! 

! 

i 

j 

| 

i 

! 



! 

i 

I 

i 



report ? 

i 

Insepctor Kelley. That report was one of a series of 



1055 



reports that we received concerning the activities of the 
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Pro-Castro and Anti-Castro groups in Miami. He was alleged 
to be an activist, a radical and a dangerous man. 

Mr. Matthews. Mr. Kelley, X refer to JFK-F-419, the 
report that I have discussed with you previously, a synopsis 
of which indicates that information had been received from 
an informant indicating that if the assassination of the 
President involved an international plot or conspiracy and 
that if there was evidence connecting Fidel Castro, the 
person who would have been responsible for carrying out any 
action on the part of Fidel would be Quentin Pina Machado, a 
Cuban terrorist used by Castro to carry out any Castro 
action . 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you make any determination to 
investigate the authenticity of that information? 

Inspector Kelley. We did not make a separate 
investigation by the Secret Service. This matter was under 
investigation by the FBI and by the agency. We ware 
receiving information and exchanging information with the 
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two agencies in connection with Machado and several other 

I 

I 

I 

Cuban radicals in the Miami area. 

j 

Mr. Matthews. Now with the exception of the memoranda you 
received from Miami, the memoranda you received from Chicago 
indicating the possibility of Cuban involvement in the 
assassination, was there any other evidence of a conspiracy 

I 

that you were concerned with? 

| 

l 

Inspector Kelley... There were other memorandum coming and | 
information coming into headquarters concerning the 

i 

i 

I 

activities of other groups, some of whom had been alleged 

i 

prior to the ass as sin at oin as having an interest in the 

j 

| 

President, having threatened the President actually. 

j 

i 

j 

Mr. Matthews. Uhat type of groups would those have been, j 
what affiliations? | 

Inspector Kelley. These were some of the white rightist 
groups, the John Birch Socety and the Ku Klux Klan, several 

| 

I 

of the right wing groups. 

i 

Mr. Matthews. Did you read all the reports that the 
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Secret Service generated in connection with your 
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investigation? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Matthews. Would you have been the only person 
reviewing those reports? 

Inspector Kelley. No, there were several people reviewings 

j 

the reports; the Protective Research Division, Mr. Sorrels 
was reviewing them in Dallas, several people. 

Mr. Matthews. No,w, did the Secret Service actively become 

! 

I 

involved in determining whether or not there was a 

i 

i 

conspiracy to assassinate President Kennedy soon after the 

| 

i 

assassination? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. Ua were interested and we ware j 

i 

certainly involved in attempting to answer that question. 

Mr. Matthews. Were there any restrictions on the scope o 
what areas you were to investigate into? 

i 

Inspector Kelley. The research that was done was done by ; 
the Protective Research Section in connection with what 
information we had and then asking for what information any 



1112 



other of the agencies had, the intelligence-gathering 
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information . 

i 

I 

The Secret Service was not in the business of gathering j 
intelligence. He, of course, were in the busxness and are 
still in the business of evaluating the intelligence we 
receive'. 

So we were dependent and depending a great deal on the 

i 

I 

other intelligence agencies to furnish us information. 

I 

Mr. Matthews. Now, the F3X was in Dallas at the same time 

i 

conducting an investigation? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. At some point you received an indication 

i 

that the F3I would conduct a conspiracy investigation? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

i 

Mr. Matthews. When was that? 

j 

| 

Inspector Kelley. That was shortly after I got down 

I 

I 

there, probably two or three- days after I got down there. I j 

i 

| 

received information from our headquarters that the 

i 

! 

government had indicated that the FBI would be in charge of 

the investigation of the assassination. j 

i 
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Mr. Matthews. As near as you can remember, what date 
would that have been? 

Inspector Kelley. I would say it would have been about 

| 

the 24th or 25th. I really can't be certain after this 
length' of time. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you make any effort to discuss with the 
FBI what areas the investigation should focus on? 

I 

Inspector Kelley.. Not really. I had several discussions 
with Jim Malley who was my counterpart from the FBI in the 

i 

Dallas office. There was an occasional question from Malley ■ 

| 

as to what we were doing in this area or that. We resolved 

i 

those inquiries among ourselves. 

I was there to see what had happened in connection with i 

i 

the Secret Service responsibility, to see what this 

| 

assassination meant to us in connection with our other 



protectees that we had, whether this was an ongoing 



conspiracy where . President Johnson might be assassinated or 
soma other government official. 

We were interested in that those few days where there was 



1150 
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I 

a great deal of confusion as to what had happened. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you formulate any plan or course of 
investigation to determine whether in fact there was a 

i 

conspiracy? 

Inspector Kelley. Ho, except the general plan to find out 

i 

what happened, what want on. 

Mr . Matthews . What did you do with the information that j 
you received from Chicago and Miami? 

Inspector Kelley. I merely remembered it and, of course, ! 

i 

j 

a copy of that information went to the Protective Research 
Section who, of course, would evaluate it as to what it 

! 

i 

i 

meant to us, along with myself. 

I 

I 

Mr. Matthews . What type of evaluation would they conduct? 
What were they trying to find out? 

! 

i 

Inspector Kelley. They were asking whether — their original 
request, of course, was to ascertain whether this had 

j 

! 

anything to do with the assassination in Dallas. 

Mr. Matthews. Did they have the responsibility of drawing 
connections between the various information that was coming 
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in from the field office? 

I 

I 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

Mr . Matthews . And they were to apprise you of what 
connections, if any, there were? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes, and, of course, I was free to make 
my own judgment down there, too. 

Mr. Matthews. What person in the intelligence division j 

I 

did you talk with in connection with that? 

i 

Inspector Kelley. Bob B-O-U-C-K. 

i 

| 

Mr. M atthe w s . And he was aware of all the reports "that: 

l 

you had? 

i 

i 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

i 

Mr. Matthews. How how was your liaison process with the 
FBI working? Was there a free exchange of information? 
Inspector Kelley. At that time in Dallas? 

j 

Mr. Matthews. Yes. 

i 

Inspector Kelley. Yes, I felt there was a free exchange I 
oi information . We were getting some information that was 
not available to them through our contacts with Marina. Of 
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course, our agents were picking up information on the street 
as they do. People Mere coming to us at the local level in 
Dallas. I felt there Mas a free exchange of information. 
There certainly Mas between myself and Mr. Malley. 

Mr. MattheMS . When you Mere in Dallas, you received 
informtion from an Agent Patterson that he had talked with 
an FBI agent regarding some top secret information in regard 
to Lee Harvey OsMald? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

Mr. MattheMS. And he indicated to that agent that he 
could not tell him what the information was, but that it 
would be exchanged at the Washington level? 

Inspector Kelley . Yes . 

Mr. Matthews. Specifically, he mentioned the fact that 
the agent had had contact with Marina Oswald some 10 days 
before the assassination? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. And you later learned that that agent was 
James P. Hosty? 
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1208 Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

1209 Mr. Matthews. Did you ever find out what top secret 

! 

i 

i 

1210 information he was referring to? 

1211 Inspector Kelley. No, I didn't find out any top secret 

1212 information he was referring to, but, of course, the 

1213 information came to us shortly thereafter, perhaps at the 

1214 same time, that the FBI had contacts with Oswald and had 

1215 contact with Marina to find Oswald and to talk to him. 

, i 

i 

1216 I think in discussing what this information was later, I 

j 

! 

1217 think that it referred to the fact that Oswald had been in 

j 

1218 Russia . 

1219 Mr. Matthews. Well, you say you think; did you ever 

I 

1220 discuss that with Inspector Malley? 

i 

1221 Inspector Kelley. No, I didn't. 

i 

| 

1222 Mr. Matthews. Did you ever find that the agent who in 

j 

i 

j 

1223 fact had contact with Marina had been Special Agent James 

1224 Hosty? 

1225 Inspector Kelley. Yes, I learned that as a general piece 

| 

1226 j of information, that Kosty was the control agent for Lee 



! 
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Harvey Oswald and that in that connection he had contacted 
Marina . 



Mr. Matthews. Did you ever learn about what has become 
known as the Hosty note? 

Inspector Kelley.. Ho, that never came to my attention. 

Mr. Matthews. When did that first come to your attention? 

j 

. ' ; 

Inspector Kelley. I think I read that in the press a year 

or so ago or whenever ,it became public. 

I 

Mr. Matthews. How you were receiving information from the 

i 

! 

I 

FBI in regard to Lee Harvey Oswald? 

! 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. And you learned that while Lea Harvey 
Oswald was in Hew Orleans he had contact with Carlos 



Mennengar, a member of the Cuban group known as the DP.E? 
Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you send that information on to Mr. 
Bell in the intelligence section? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. Mr. Bell got that information 
about the same time I did in the reports that came from Hew 
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Mr. Ma t i-heus . Was "there ever anything developed from "the ! 

I 

Secret Service file in regard to whether there was an 



I 



assassination attempt or plot involved? 

Inspector Kelley. A plot? Whether there was a plot 
involved in the assassination of President Kennedy? 

Mr. Matthews. ies, based upon the Secret Service 
investigation after the assassination? i 

Inspector Kelley. Ho, there was not. 

i 

Mr. Matthews. Did you review all that information? 

! 

i 

Inspector Kelley. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Matthews. Kow, Mr. Kelley, you have become aware of a 
September 7 speech given in 1963 by Fidel Castro at which 

I 

time he indicated thar he was aware of the CIA attempt to 



cause the Cuban leaders to be assassinated? 



126 1 




_N AME : 



HA A 262000 



PAGE 



70 



1262 

1263 

1264 

1265 

1266 

1267 

1268 
1269 
1 270 
127 1 

1272 

1273 

1274 
1 275 

1276 

1277 

1278 

1279 



RPTR CANTOR 
[11 a . m . I 

Inspector Kelley. I have heard of it, yes. 

Mr. Matthews. And that he responded in kind. 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. Did you hear that? Did you know about tha 
during the course of the Secret Service investigation in 
1 96 3? 

i 

I 

Inspector Kelley . I am not too sure when I became aware : 

I 

i 

of that. I really don't know. I don't think so. I think 

I 

this information was brought to my attention later after I 
had returned to Washington. 

Mr. Mat "hews . Would that have been a type of information ' 
that the Secret Service would be interested in 

| 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. for intelligence purposes? 

j 

I 

I 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. It didn't come to my attention j 
until later, since the thing happened before tha 



128 0 



assassination. 



It is not the sort of thing that would 



coma 



~d:. 
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directly to my attention anyway. It would come to the 
Protective Research Section. 

Mr. Matthews. Now later when you returned to Washington, 



i 

i 



you became the liaison person with the Warren Commission? 
Inspector Kelley. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Matthews. Were you the principal person in the Secret 

! 

Service responsible to the Warren Commission? 






Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. What were your responsibilities? 

Inspector Kelley. I had a responsibility to assist the 
Warren Commission in any way we could, to furnish them any 
information we have in connection with the assassination, 
and to generally see that the commission got everything it 
needed from the Secret Service . 



Mr. Matthews. Who would make the determination of which | 
and what type of information was supplied to the Warren 
Commission ? 



Inspector Kelley. That would come from — well, Mr. Rankin 
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would request what information he wanted. I would make the 
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1300 determination as to what information I thought the 



1301 commission would want from it. But generally what happened 



1302 was that if the commission heard something from some other 

i 

1303 agency that perhaps they thought the Secret Service might 



1304 have something on, they would ask us for it. If we had it, ; 

I 

I 

1305 we would give it to them. If we didn't, we would tell them. 



1306 Just when the commission was formed, we sent up a great 



1307 deal of documents, which included everything we had done in 

I 

I 

i 

1308 Dallas, all the information that had come to the Dallas 



1309 | office while I was there, all the reports and the statements 



1310 j made by the people which were involved. So it was one 



1311 massive turning over to the commission of everything that 



1312 i they thought they wanted at that time, and then 



1313 subsequently , as their deliberations went on, they asked for 

1314 other material. 



1315 Mr . Matthews. Did you make any independent suggestions to 



1316 [ the Warren Commission of what areas they should or ought to 



1317 | investigate? 



1318 | Inspector Kelley. Not really, no. 
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Mr. Matthews. Did you discuss with them concepts of 
conspiracy? 

Inspector Kelley. Oh. yes, I have discussed with some of ! 
the staff the things that ue had going at the time of the 
assassination, the kinds of threats ue have. 

Mr. Matthaus . You discussed uith them the information 
that you have received from the field offices? 

Inspector Kelley., Yes. 

Mr. Mat feus . And did you supply them all the reports in i 

i 

connection uith that? 

I 

I 

Inspector Kelley. We supplied them uith all the reports 
that ue thought were pertinent to the assassination. 

I 

Mr. Matthews. Now you also became involved in examining : 

j 

certain parts of the Secret Service operation and 

I 

i 

performance before the assassination uith the Warren 

! 

I 

Commission? 

i 

! 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

i 

I 

Mr. Matthews. You considered, for instance, whether it 



1337 



was feasible to establish certain buildings on the motorcade 
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i 

I 



route, if there is any more danger than others? 

I 

I 

Inspector Kelley. Yes, ue lurnished the Warren Commission 

j 

with the kind of procedures we were going through at that 
time . 

Mr. Matthews. How subsequent to that, you were invovled 
An in v e s t i g a rin g and determining whether or not there were 

| 

certain things on the motorcade route that should be 
particularly noted by the advance agents? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

| 

Mr. Matthews. You considered warehouses as being a 
building of particular concern? 

Inspector Kelley. Empty buildings, emoty warehouses, or 

j 

warehouses that were partially occupied, yes. Every 

i 

building is a security risk, but there are certain types of 
buildings in which there is a lot less control than there 

j 

are in others. 

Mr. Matthews. How you also became aware of the threat 

! 

made by Joseph Milteer? 



1356 



Inspector Kelley. Yes, I was aware of that 
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Mr. Matthews. What was that investigation? 

Inspector Kelley. That was an investigation of members o 
the Ku KIuk Klan and white rightists, wherein information 
had been received that one of the people had made a threat 
against the life of the President, against President 
Kennedy . 



Mr. Matthews. Do you specifically remember the nature of 
that threat? Was that the President would be in the Miami 



area on November 18, and that it would be possible to 
assassinate him from a high building with a rifle? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. What, if anything, did the Secret Service 
do to respond to that? 

Inspector Kelley. These organisations that were involved 
that these people were invovled with, was a continuing 
investigation that had been going on by the FBI, and we 
exchanged information with the FBI as to where these people 
were, what they were doing, and there was just an attempt to 
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evaluate this threat which was a similar threat, and we had 
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received others like it throughout the year, whether it 
really meant something that the Secret Service would have to 
take some action on, specific action on. 

Mr. Matthews. Non the threat was for November 18, 1963, 

and it was that there would be an attempt to assassinate the 
President from a high building with a rifle. 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. Was there any effort made in Dallas to 
check any of the buildings? 

Inspector Kelley. Whatever effort was made was a request 
by the advance man with the Dallas police to see what they 
could do about a route survey. 

How in those days, there was, the Secret Service’s 
resources were extremely limited. We depended a great deal 
upon the local police departments for this type of backing 
of us, and I don't know specifically what the Dallas police 
were asked to do or what they did on the survey route. I 
can recall what the advance report suggested they do. 



1394 



Mr. Matthews. When you reviewed the performance of the 
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advance agents, did you give any special consideration to 

I 

the military threat, whether or not they knew about it? 

j 

Inspector Kelley. The information coming at that time on; 
a threat like that would go from the Protective Research 
Section to the White House detail. They were furnished -with 
this kind of information. I can't say what they did with 
this particular piece of information. 

Mr. Matthews. Do, you know whether the advance agents who ] 
went into Dallas were aware of that particular threat? 

| 

Inspector Kelley . I don’t know personally whether they 

were . 

] 

i 

Mr. Matthews. How , Mr. Kelley, we have reviewed a series j 
of reports that have been identified as JFK 414 through JFK 

j 

418, the caption of which reads f ’Cuban Plot • to Assassinate 

i 

i 

the President. ' ' The details of the investigation began in 
November of 1962 until August of 1963. 

I 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. Have you had occasion to go through those ! 

i 

reports? 
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Inspector Kelley. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Matthews. Would you give the committee a brief 
summary primarily of what those reports contain, what the 
investigation was? 

Inspector Kelley. This was an investigation of Cuban 
activity in the Miami area. It resulted from the 
interception of two letters to an address in Miami. The 

I 

I 

letters contained information of a threatening tenor to th=> 

l 

| 

President, against President Kennedy. I don't recall the 
exact tex t of the letters, but they were of sufficient 

j 

i 

importance to us to conduct an investigation and to ask 

| 

! 

information iron the FBI and the agency as to what they knew 

I 

I 

abo-ut the particular people involved. 

Mr. Matthews. And the letters were mailed from where? 
Inspector Kelley. I don't recall. They were from outside 



the country . 

Mr. Matthews. Havana, Cuba? 

Inspector Kelley. From Cuba, yes. 

According to the exhibit, the investiga 



I 

i 

! 



on 



1432 



Mr . Matthews . 
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established that the address and the person who mailed the 
letter was authentic. 



Inspector Kelley. Was what? 

j 

Mr. Matthews . Was authentic. 



Inspector Kelley. The person who mailed the letter, the 
name was authentic, yes. However, there was an opinion by 
the intelligence people that these letters were perhaps sent 
to be intercepted. There was an indication by the 
intelligence analysts in our own shop and in the other 



agencies that perhaps the way these letters were addressed 
they were meant to be intercepted. 

Mr. Matthews. Now Suentin Machado was mentioned as one 
the persons involved in that investigation. 

Inspector Kelley. Yes, sir. 



of 



Mr. Matthews. Was there ever any attempt made to connect j 

j 

this information to the later information you received about 
Suentin Machado? 



Inspector Kelley. Not by us, not by us, and I am not 

I 



1 45 1 



familiar with wha 



followed in the investigation, mostly 
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because we never made any connection be tween this 

| 

investigation and this threat with the Oswald matter, with 

! 

the assassination in Dallas. 

| 

I 

Mr. Matthews. Now during your time that you were with the 
Warren Commission, did you ever personally review this 
material in connection with the assassination investigation? j 
Inspector Kelley . Yes , we sent some of this information : 



up to the Warren Commission. They were aware of this 
investigation. Some of their staff people, of course, were 

I 

m Miami and followed something of that. 

Mr. Matthews. Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions 

i 

i 

at this time . 



Mr. Fithian. At this time the Chair will recognise the 



gentleman from Tennessee, Mr. Ford, for such time as he may 

i 

l 

consume. Following that, we will proceed to the 5-minute 



rule. 



Mr. Ford. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. . j 

First, I want to ask counsel, Mr. Matthews, copies of the j 
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different exhibits have already been given to the witness. 
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making reference to JFK F-120, also F-415 and F-418. 

Would you give that to the witness at this time? 

Mr. Matthews. Yes, Mr. Congressman. 

Mr. Ford. We will get back to that in a few minutes, Mr 
Kelley . 



Mr. Kelley, your position as an inspector included 



evaluating the performance of the agents; is that correct? 



Inspector Kelley.,. Yes, sir. 



Mr. Ford. Did you evaluate the reaction of agents in 



Dealey Plaza to the sound of gunfire? 



Inspector Kelley. Yes, I considered it and thought about : 



it . 



Mr. Ford. You thought about it? 



Inspector Kelley. Yes. 



Mr. Ford. Governor Connally testified before this 



committee that as an experienced hunter, there was no 



question in his mind but that the first sound was rifle 



fire. The evidence before this committee so far has 



1 489 i 



indicated that in all probability the first shot missed. 
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1490 The medical and autopsy testimony has indicated that the 

1491 third shot was definitely the fatal blow. He have had 

1492 experts to establish time between the first and the third 

1493 shot as being over 7 seconds. 

1994 I want to ask you, Mr. Kelley, what consideration did you 

1495 give as to the two agents riding the Presidential limousine 

1496 and also the agents immediately behind the limousine should 

1497 have done between the ,first, second and third shot? 

| 

1998 Inspector Kelley. It is very difficult to second-guess 

( 

j 

1499 what a person should have done in acrisis like that or just i 

i 

i 

j 

1500 what he knew had happened. I think from talking to the 

i 

j 

1501 agents, I don't think that any of them knew they were under 

1502 fire until they saw the President so badly wounded. 

1503 The agents, of course, in the follow-up car were some 

1504 distance away from the action. Their training and what 

1505 their responsibility was, of course, was to look at the 

| 

1506 croud. They were not looking at the President. Their 

1507 instructions are that they ought not to be looking, they 



1508 



ought to be looking away from him, to see what was going on. 
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The two people in the car, of course, were facing the 
other way . I don’t think any of them realised at the time 
the first shot went off that they were under fire. We had a 
parade situation with motorcycles along side of you, the 
croud cheering, people making a great deal of noise, as is 
usual in a political motorcade of that type, and in summary, 
I just don’t think the agents knew they were under fire 
until much too late to_ do anything about it. 

fir. Ford. Yes, but what training did the agents have? 
Inspector Kelley. Well, the training, the agent had 
extensive training as to how to handle a croud and how to 
keep themselves, attempt to keep themselves, between danger 
and the President's body. They have a great deal more 
training now than they had then, but even in those days 
there was specific training procedures that the agents went 
through, the recognition of gunfire, a very difficult 
problem for anyone I think in those situations . 

Mr. Marthews. Mr. Kelley, Mr. Maurice Martin, the speci 
agent in charge of the Chicago field ofice, t 



1527 



estified before 




I 
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this committee that before the assassination, the field 

| 

offices did not call on other Federal agencies for 

j 

assistance . 

I 

I 

Would you tell us about that, why, if you taka Dallas, for 
instance, other areas, with the threats that might have been 

I 

received out of Miami, that the Secret Service never called 

I 

I 

upon other agencies for law enforcement help? 

Inspector Kelley., Well, we could call on any of the local 

i 

i 

police agencies for assistance and not only could but did. 

There was some restriction on us about calling on FBI agents 

| 

for physical protection, to assist in the physical 
protection of the President. We had access to any 

i 

government agency for information, for intelligence 
information. We were not prohibited from calling on other 



Federal agencies, if we considered it necessary. We could 
get assistance bodies. It as not easy but it could be done 
if we had a situation where we thought we needed them. 

Mr. Ford. Well, Mr. Martin said in his testimony: ’’I 

| 

think it was a matter that tragically and unfortunately took 
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an assassination to bring it into sharp focus the need for 
further steps which the Secret Service previously did not 

! 

I 

authorise . ' ' 

i 

ily question: During your tenure with the Secret Service, j 

did you find that to be true before the assassination? : 

Inspector Kelley. I think that the Secret Service did not 

I 

have all the resources it needed to conduct this important 

j 

protective responsibli.ty . We were shorthanded. We did not 

| 

i 

have the number and kinds of people and training that this 
serious responsibility called for. 

j 

Mr. Ford. hr. Kelley, soon after you arrived in Dallas, 
you requested that the Chicago office determine whether Alex j 

Hidell had purchased a rifle from the Klein’s Sporting Goods ! 

i 

i 

Stors ; is that correct? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes, sir. 

| 

hr. Ford. If you will recall, when the Secret Service 

J 

| 

agents arrived, F3I agents had already been there; is that 

I 

correct? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes, sir. 
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nr. Ford. And in fact instructed the manager not to talk ; 
to anyone else; is that correct? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes, sir. 

I 

. i 

I 

Mr. Ford. Were the Secret Service and the FBI seizing thd 
case independently, and, what, if any, attempts did you make 

| 

to prevent this duplication of investigation? 

Inspector Kelley. Ho, I don't think we were investigating 
the matter independently. I think at that time, in those 



very early days of the investigation, we were attempting to 
investigate it jointly. The rifle had been identified as 
having been arrived, the alcohol and tobacco people had 

i 

i 

identified it as having been purchased in Chicago by Oswald 

I 

using his alias of Fidel. We got that information and I 

just sent it out to Chicago to ask that it be verified. The j 

bureau apparently had the same information a little earlier 

I 

than we had and did the same thing. 

I saw no problems with the duplication of effort in the I 
first few days of Dallas. There was a great deal of 



i 



1584 



confusion going on. 



We just 



did what we thought we had to 
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do to get the information that we were trying to seek as to 
what was happening, what the assassination meant to us in 
our protective efforts. 



Mr. Ford. Mere you in contact with the FBI 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

Mr. Ford. during this period? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

Mr. Ford. Were there any recommendations, Mr. Kelley, to 
the Warren Commission that they focus upon the conspiracies 
which the Secret Service at one time were concerned about? 

Inspector Kelley. I don't think there had been a special 
focusing on any one particular activity that we were doing. 

I think they focused on the entire range of possibilities. 

Mr. Ford. Were you aware that there were significant 
questions of Oswald's connection and association with 
Castro's Government and the Cuban groups in the United 
States during this investigation? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes, well, we were aware of Oswald's 
trip to Mexico. It became known to us after the 
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assassination. We were aware of his activities in Dallas 

I 

with the Fair Play for Cuba Committee. We received no 
indication of any link with Oswald with organised radical 
groups among the Cubans except the Fair Play for Cuba 
Committee . 



Mr. Ford. But you did have information of his involvement 
with the pro-Castro 

j 

! 

Inspector Kelley.' Yes. 

Mr. Ford. Is that correct? 



Inspector Kelley. Yes. 



Mr. Ford. What reasons did you have for not thoroughly 
reviewing all the files in the Secret Service to supply the 
Warren Commission with any reference that would assist the 
commission in the investigation, Mr. Kelley? 

Inspector Kelley. Oh, I think we supplied the Warren 
Commission with anything that was pertinent to the 
assassination , anything they asked for, and anything that 
we, in our opinion, thought would be interesting to them. 

We held nothing back from the Warren Commission that I know 
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1623 of. It was my job to see that we didn't, and I don't think 
16 2 4 we did . 



162o Mr . Ford. When the FBI began to focus its investigation 

1626 on Lee Harvey Oswald, did you gain any impression that the 

1627 conspiracy investigations conducted by the Secret Service 

j 

1628 was being ignored at that time? 

i 

1629 Inspector Kelley. No, no, sir. 

i 

1630 Mr. Ford. Were you aware of what other information was? 

i 

1531 Inspector Kelley. I was aware of the information we had, 

1632 and I also know, I was also aware that much of the 

j 

1633 information contained in our files concerning these Cuban 

1634 activities was coming from the bureau, and there was a free 

i 

1 | 

1635 j exchange of information between the bureau and ourselves in 

I 

1636 Miami and at headquarters concerning these alleged plots. 

1637 j Mr. Ford. Mr. Kelley, there was a group of Secret Service 

i 

1638 personnel who reviewed the assassination investigation 

I 

! 

1639 conducted by the various field offices of the Secret 

i 

1640 j Service; is that correct? 



1641 | Inspector Kelley. Yes, in the Protective Research 
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Section . 



Mr. Ford. Who were the people in that group, Mr. Kelley? 
Inspector Kelley. There were people in the Protective 
Research Section and some others who were brought in from 
the field who had been in the protective research area, and 
of course I was involved in it. 



Mr. Ford. During the meetings, did you ever discuss 
whether there were any, credible investigations to be done in 
the conspiracy area? 



Inspector Kelley. In connection with the Oswald matter? 
Mr. Ford. The Oswald what? 



Inspector Kelley. In connection with the assassination, 
you mean, or generally in the threat area? 

Mr. Ford. Well, in the assassination, prior to the 
assassination, either the assassination itself 



Inspector Kelley. Prior to the assassination it would 
have been done by the Protective Research Section, by Mr. 
Bouck, who has discussed these matters with the head of the 
White House detail, with the deputy director, the deputy 
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chief at the time, and the chief of the Secret Service 
concerning important, what we considered important plots 
that came to our attention, either came to our attention 
directly or perhaps came to our attention through the FBI or 
the agency. 

Mr. Ford. Did this group determine what files should or 
should not be given to the Warren Commission? 

Inspector Kelley . No, I think the decision as to what 
fils:s should be given to the Warren Commission was pretty 

| 

well handled by myself. 

Mr. Ford. Were any recommendations given to the Warren 
Commission? 

Inspector Kelley. Recommendations by the Secret Service? j 

i 

Mr. Ford. No, by this group, from this group we are 
talking about. 

i 

Inspector Kelley. No. 

i 

Mr. Ford. As far as conspiracy? 

Inspector Kelley. No, we made no recommendation to the 
Warren Commission. 
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j 

Mr. Ford. No recommendtion? 

Inspector Kelley. No. We merely supplied them with 

| 

information ue had. 

- Eord. Mr. Kelley, the agent in charge of the 
intelligence function for the Secret Service testified 

j 

before this committee that he had no knowledge of the 

I 

I 

substance of Fidel Castro's September 7, 1963 speech in 

j 

which Castro voiced what had been interpreted as a direct 

! 

i 

threat to the Kennedys . 

i 

What consideration was this threat given in deciding to i 

! 

investigate any persons who were strong pro-Castro 

i 

I 

supporters ? 

• l 

I 



Inspector Kelley. I don't think any consideration was 
given to investigating pro-Castro supporters. With the 
resources we had at chat time, we were pretty well confining 

I 

ourselves to threats made against the President. Domestic 
security was the responsibility of the bureau. 

j 

Mr. Ford. Did it occur "to you at that time to investigate 
all pro-Castro persons that would have been in the Secret 
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I 

1699 Service intelligence files? 

i 

1700 Inspector Kelley. If they were in the Secret Service 

1701 intelligence files, of course they did get a periodic 

1702 review. 

1703 Mr. Ford. They did? 

1704 Inspector Kelley. They got a periodic review as the 

1705 matters in the Protective Research Section were reviewed. 

I 

1706 Mr. Ford. I mean, during, right after the assassination of 

i 

1707 President Kennedy? 

1708 

1709 

1710 | pretty thoroughly reviewed. We were looking, of course, for 

I 

I 

1711 j some information that we had that might go back to Oswald. 

1712 | Mr. Ford. When the FBI took control of the assassination 

1713 after December 9 I think you said, you mentioned earlier 

I 

1714 that you were contacted through a White House order, did you 

1715 release all of that information at that time to the FBI, the 

1716 intelligence files? 

I 
: 

1717 I Inspector Kelley. No, we didn't release it to them. The 



Inspector Kelley. Right after that, of course, all the 
information we had in the Protective Research Section was 
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1718 information, we reviewed the information, and the 

1719 information ue had on the Cuban conspiracies and the Cuban 

1720 groups we found was all information that the F3I had. As a 

1721 result of the assassination and the review, we received a 

1722 great deal more information that the bureau had on these 

1723 groups than we had had heretofore which the bureau did not 

1724 think that ue were concerned with that we should have been 

1725 concerned with previously . 

i 

| 

1726 Mr. Ford. But do you recall whether you went through the : 

1727 files to investigate all of the pro-Castro persons 

1728 immediately after the assassination? 

1729 Inspector Kelley. Not for the purpose of investigation, 

j 

1730 merely for the purpose of whether we had them, how many we 

| 

1731 had and that had any relationship to Oswald. 

1732 Mr. Ford. Would Castro's statement together with Marina's 

1733 

1734 

i 

1735 should have been investigated? 



statement to the Secret Service agent, shortly after the 
assassination, have strongly indicated that such persons 



1736 



Inspector Kelley. 



Not by the Secret Service, we don't 
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1737 

1738 

1739 

1740 
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1742 

1743 

1744 

1745 

1746 

1747 

1748 

1749 

1750 

1751 | 

1752 

1753 

1754 

1755 ! 



feel. The Secret Service out of necessity, because of their 



resources, confined themselves to direct threats that we had 



received . 



Mr. Ford. Mr. Kelley, Quentin Machado uas known to the 
Secret Service even before John F. Kennedy's assassination — 



Inspector Kelley. Yes, sir. 



Mr. Ford. as being an associate of a person who had 



threatened the President and was investigated as part of a 



Cuban plot to assassinate President Kennedy? 



Inspector Kelley. Yes, sir. 



Mr. Ford. Yet all of the information in the Secret 



Service files were not supplied to the Warren Commission 



dating this? 



Inspector Kelley. No, that isn't quite true, Mr. 



Congressman. In the first group of reports that we sent to 



the Warren Commission, a report on Quentin Machado was sent 



to the Warren Commission. That report had a file number on 



it reflecting that there was a great deal more information 



in the Secret Service files on this particular situation. 



i 

i 

i 



i 

| 

! 

j 

i 

! 
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We have, since this matter came up with us in the 
investigation, we have been attempting to ascertain whether 
this group of papers, which is F-415, ever went to the : 

commission, and we cannot say that it did or did not, but we 
can definitely say that the report on Quentin Machado 

I 

containing the same file number as this information did go 

to the commission, so the commission had access to this file | 

I 

and had access to the information. 



I also know that the commission, of course, did an 

I 

! 

intensive inquiry concerning the activities of the Cubans in ; 
the Miami area, which involved this investigation. 

Mr. Ford. Mr. Kelley, let me get to my real question 



here. I am concerned. 



Were you of the opinion that the Warren Commission was 
open to the possibility of the conspiracy? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. 



Mr. Ford. Did you consider this information pertinent 
relevant to their inquiry during this time? 



■i 



and 



1774 



Inspector Kelley. 



Yes . 
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1775 

1776 

1777 

1778 

1779 

1780 

178 1 

1782 

1783 

i 

1784 

1785 

1786 

1787 | 

1788 

I 

I 

1-7 8 9 
1790 

179 1 

1 792 I 
1793 I 



Hr. rord. Hr. Kelley, X have just a feu other questioi 
here. X would like to call your attention to JFK F-415 
through F-4 1 8 . 

Do you have it there? 

Inspector Kelley. X have 415 and 416. 

Hr. Ford. As I understand it, these reports contain 
information regarding the Secret Service's investigation 
into a Cuban plot to assassinate President Kennedy; is that 
correct? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes, sir. 

Hr. Ford. The Secret Service was aware of this 
information during the course of the Warren Commission; is 
th at correct? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes, sir. 

Hr. ford. But never actually gave the commission repor 
during their investigation; is that correct? 

Inspector Kelley. Hot these particular reports, but we 
did give the Warren Commission information concerning these 
plots, and it was the Secret Service Report Ho. 206 that we 
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sent to the commission, and it is in the commission file, 
mentioning Ouentin Machado, containing the file number under 
which. these reports are filed. 

Mr. Ford. At the time, Mr. Kelley, were these reports 
considered by the Secret Service to be secret documents? 



I 

! 

I 

i 

i 



Inspector Kelley. They were so classified, yes. 



Mr. Ford. Sir? 

I 



Inspector Kelley. They were classified as secret. 



Mr. Ford. Is that a rationale for not giving it to the 



Warren Commission? 



Inspector Kelley. No. We gave other secret documents to j 

! 

i 

the Warren Commission. That wasn't the rationale why they 
were not given. As a matter of fact, I don't have it before 
me, but I think the memorandum we also gave to the Warren 
Commission was classified. 



Mr. Ford. You know earlier, it might have bean when Mr. 



i 

Matthews was talking with you, you mentioned that you were 

i 

to supply them with relevant and pertinent reports. 

Did you consider the investigation of this plot a concern i 
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of the work of the Warren Commission? 



Inspector Kelley. Not really. In hindsight and with what 



happened during the Warren Commission recommendation, in my 



opinion this investigation that was conducted in Miami had 



no relationship to the Oswald assassination . It was, 



however, one of the things that the Warren Commission was 



reviewing, Oswald's connection with pro-Castro groups, and I 



just feel that this information was available to the Warren 

i 

i 

Commission; that so much of it came from other agencies that 

i 

they probably had the same information from the bureau and 



the CIA in connection with it. It may very well have been 

i 

that some of the staff people in the Warren Commission came 

j 

j 

and reviewed these reports that we had since they had a 



referenced file number, knowing that we had information on 



these plots. But our records do not show that we 



transmitted these to the Warren Commission. 

I 

Mr. Ford. But you are saying that you reported to them a ; 



file number; is that correct? 



183 1 



Inspector Kelley. Yes. 
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I 

j 

1832 Mr. Ford. Would there have been anything in the reports j 

1833 you provided to the Warren Commission which would have given 

1834 them a clue as to what information the number might have 

1835 referred to as a file number? 

1836 Inspector Kelley. Yes, I think the memorandum we sent to i 

1837 them. Memorandum 206 that we sent to them, would have 

1838 supplied that information. 

i 

1839 Mr. Ford. It woufd have? 

i 

1840 Inspector Kelley. It would have. 

| 

1841 Mr. Ford. The FPCC, Mr. Kelley, or the Fair Play for Cuba 

i 

j 

1842 Committee, is mentioned in the reports, and a member of that 

i 

1843 organisation is alleged to be a part of the plot to kill the ] 

I 

1844 President . 

1845 Would there have been anything in the files and reports ! 

; 

1846 you provided the commission to indicate the presence of this 

1847 group in that investigation? 

i 

1848 Inspector Kelley. Not in the report, not in the 

I 

| 

1849 particular two-page report we sent to them in connection 

1850 with this case. That report dealt mostly with Machado. 



i 
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Mr. Ford. The two-page report? 

Inspector Kelley. I referred that we did send to the 
commission in this area. 

Mr. Ford. And the Warren Commission had the two-page 
report?- ' 

Inspector Kelley. Ye s. 

Mr. Ford. Let me ask you this : Were you aware at the 

time that Lee Harvey Oswald had been a member of the same 
organisation in the Hew Orleans area, the pro — anti-Castro 

Inspector Kelley. Subsequent to the assassination? 

Mr . For d . Yes . 

Inspector Kelley. Yes, we learned of that subsequent to 
the assassination. We didn't have anything on Lae Harvey 
Oswald prior to the assassination. 

Mr. Ford. Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions. 

The Chairman. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. Kelley, earlier today counsel for the committee 
Matthews asked you about the conduct of the Secret Service 
prior to the assassination. Relative to that, he asked you 



j 

| 



i 
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whether they had broken any rules or regulations of the 

i 

I 

Secret Service, and your answer was that they had not. 

Knowing, however, of their conduct on the previous 
evening, was it ever evaluated in terms of performance? 

Xns.pector Kelley. He would have preferred that they had 

| 

stayed away from the places they were at. Ue would have 
preferred they had gone to bed earlier. But in the whole 

i 

review of what had happened, there was no indication that 
that activity the night before had any effect on their 
performance the next day or that it had any effect on the 
assassination that happened. 

The Chairman. Well, have you ever had a chance to review 

i 

I 

i 

i 

the Zapruder film? 

I 

Inspector Kelley. The Zapruder film? 

i 

Yes , sir . 

i 

The Chairman. And referring back to the question posed tq 

j 

you by Congressman Ford with reference to reaction time, did i 
you study the film from the viewpoint of whether the 
reaction time of agents was in accordance with what you felt 
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would be top performance? 

| 

i 

i 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. Mr. Chairman, and it was reviewed,! 

i 

we reviewed it very thoroughly with the agents who were 

| 

i 

involved. The motorcade was moving. You can recall in the 
Zapruder film the very great difficulty Clint Hill had in 
even reaching the car to assist Mrs. Kennedy, and the agents 
were just not able to get up to that car in time. 

The Chairman. When you review the film, you can clearly 

i 

I 

i 

see the reaction that Governor Connally had, with reference 

l 

to the first shot. 

What reaction do you see in terms of the Secret Service 

i 

agents ? 

Inspector Kelley. Well, in the film, of course, there is 
no apparent action that is being taken by Mr. Kellerman, who 
is in the front seat. The driver at that time apparently 
was unaware of anything that happened, apparently through 

i 

! 

the concentration of his responsibility of driving the car, 
and there is no apparent reaction on the part of the agents. 

The Chairman. 3ut doesn't your investigation reveal that : 
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in the Vice Presidential car there is a reaction on the part 
of Agent Youngblood immediately? 

Inspector Kelley. When the caravan in the motorcade 



begins to move out, there is, when it was apparent that the 
motorcade had been fired on, and it was apparent that the 



| 



motorcade had been hit, and the motorcade begins to move out 
from the area is when there is the reaction. 

The Chairman. Well, the apparent real first reaction we 
see on the part of agents then is at the point where someone 
says ' 'Let's get out of here. ' ' 

Inspector Kelley. ' 'Let's get out of here. ' ' That was Mr J 
Kellerman's instructions to the driver, ' 'Let's get out. ' ' 

The Chairman. That is only after the third shot. 

i 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

i 

The Chairman. What did your investigation reveal in terms 

j 

of the activities of the agents the night before? 

j 

Inspector Kelley. The night before? 

The Chairman. Yes, sir. 

Inspector Kelley. It is a long time ago. This was an 
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after-hours club where they had apparently — where drinks 
could be served. It was also a place, the only place open 
at the time in the area where the agents could go and have 
something to eat, and they went to this place for that 
purpose . 

The Chairman. Do you recall what place you are talking 
about ? 

Inspector Kelley. I beg your pardon? 

The Chairman. Do you recall what place you are talking 



i 



j 

I 

I 

| 



I 

I 



of? 

Inspector Kelley. No, I don't recall it. 

RPTR RUDOLPH 
11:45 

The Chairman. How late were these agents about, that 
night? 



i 



l 



Inspector Kelley. I am sorry, Mr. Congressman. I don't j 
recall. It was late in the morning. It was after midnight. 

The Chairman. Can you tell us how late after midnight? 
Inspector Kelley. No, I am sorry I can't. I don't recall 
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the details of that investigation. It was done by another 
inspector. Although I reviewed it# my memory on it isn f t 
that good now. 

The Chairman. Would the time 2 a.m. refresh your 
recollection? 

Inspector Kelley. It was in that area, yes, sir. 

The Chairman. So that we understand, so far as you are 

concerned, with all that you know about their activities the j 

J 

previous evening, in terms of relating it to their 

i 

performance the lollouing day, you don T t find that it in any i 
* 

way affected their performance? 

i 

i 

Inspector Kelley. Ho, sir. 

The Chairman. How one orher question : I am not an expert 

! 

in security, but it would seem to me that common sense would 
dictate that high buildings would afford an assassin a 

I 

j 

greater opportunity than a lower spot, if I were planning an ' 
assassination . 

i 

Can you tell me to what degree the Secret Service covered ; 
the high buildings in the area or made any kind of 
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investigation as to whether or not this could afford someone 
the kind of opportunity that was afforded that day? 

Inspector Kelley. At that time, in that time period? 

The Chairman. Yes, sir. 

Inspector Kelley. The Secret Service had to depend upon 
the local authorities to assist them in this kind of a route 
survey. We have a parade route. There are hundreds of 
buildings and thousand-s of windows that a parade route goes 
down in a political situation as it was in Dallas . It is 



usual to go to the police and find out what buildings along 
the route are not occupied and then who occupied them. 

If possible, the police put somebody at the particular 
buildings that perhaps are not occupied. Then they ask for 
the cooperation of the people who occupy the buildings to 



1 979 
1980 
198 1 

1982 

1983 



I 



look out for strangers and to see that the people who are 
asked to get into the buildings are people that are known to 
them. That is about the extent of the route survey that 
could be conducted in those days. 

A building like the Depository, the same thing would 






i 



i 
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apply, that you would go to the manager and ask him to be 
concerned about strangers coming into the building. There 
would be no, for instance, review of every employee in the 
building to find out who he was . 

The Chairman. You don't place any agents in those 
buildings or anything of that sort? 

Inspector Kelley. We do now, depending upon our 
resources, or police are asked to do it. But in those days 
there weren't that many people available. 

The Chairman. Do you do it now as a result of the fact 
that it occurred then? 



Inspector Kelley. Well, we do it now because we have the 
resources to do it. The Congress has given us the resources 
to do it. We do it now whenever we can. 



The Chairman. Thank you. My time has expired. 
The gentleman from Ohio, Mr. Devine. 



Mr. Devine. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Inspector Kelley, you served how many years in the Secret 



2002 



Service before you retired? 




I 
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Inspector Kelley. I came in in July of 1942. 
Mr. Devine. You retired when? 



Inspector Kelley. February 28 of this year. 

Mr. Devine. You were a special agent in charge of the ! 
Philadelphia office and an inspector at the time of your 
resignation? 

i 

. 

Inspector Kelley. Ho, sir, I was the Assistant Director ! 

j 

for the Protective Forces at the time of ray retirement. 

Mr. Devine. But you were an inspector at the time of the j 
assassination? 



Inspector Kelley. Yes, sir. 

I 

I 

Mr. Devine. One of the mandates of this Select Committee I 
is to, after having conducted the investigation hearing, is 
to make recommendations to the Congress . You will recall 

i 

that at the time of the assassination the offense apparently 

| 

was against the peace and dignity of the State of Texas and 

! 

not a matter necessarily of Federal jurisdiction. 

Do you in your capacity as a long time Secret Service ; 

employee have any suggestions or recommendations as it 
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relates to an offense of this nature? 

Inspector Kelley. Well, as you know, that deficiency has 
been taken care of by the Congress. It is now a Federal 
crime to assassinate the President, that is 1751. 

Hopefully, it will never happen again, but if it does, the 
jurisdictional lines have been a lot better drawn now. 

Mr. Devine. Yes. Well, again, at that time it was an 



offense against the laws of the State of Texas and the FBI 
intervened at the specific direction of the then President 
Lyndon Johnson? 



Inspector Kelley. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. I guess the degree of cooperation then 
between your agency and the Bureau was satisfactory, was it 



! 

j 



i 



i 



i 

I 



i 

I 



not? 



Inspector Kelley. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. And your primary responsibility was to 
protect the life of the President and the President's 
family ? 



i 

I 



I 



i 



2040 



Inspector Kelley. Yes, sir. 
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204 1 Mr. Devine. Who makes the decision prior to a motorcade 



2042 on whether or not the motorcade will be publicised? Is that 



2043 I by the Secret Service or 



2044 Inspector Kelley. Usually it is by the staff. 



2045 Mr. Devine. Whose staff? 



2046 Inspector Kelley. The President's staff. 



2047 Mr. Devine. The Presidential staff? 

I 

I 

2048 Inspector Kelley., Yes. 

I 

j 

2049 Mr. Devine. Does the Secret Service have the right of 

i 

' 

2050 veto of that decision? 

! 

i 

2051 Inspector Kelley. We have the right to suggest that 

i 

; 

2052 perhaps it is not a good idea or that we have no problem 

i 

i . i 

2053 j with it. Usually in these areas where there is a political 



2054 j connotation to the motorcade the route will be published and 



2055 | usually has to be published. 



2056 As a matter of fact, as' you know, there is activity to get 



2057 | a crowd out so it has to be published. 



2058 Mr. Devine. Apparently the Secret Service was not overly ! 



2059 j concerned in this instance, but had you received information 

] j 
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that the President's life was in danger, did you have an 
absolute right of veto of publicizing a motorcade route or 
cancelling a motorcade? 

Inspector Kelley. He have no legal right to veto them, 
but with the cooperation we have with the President's staff 
and the rapport that we had with the President’s staff, if 
we had a serious consideration that the President's life was 
in danger, I feel sure- we can persuade the President's staff 
to accept our recommendation. 

Mr. Devine. You in response to a question from 
Congressman Ford said that on that date and at that time 
that the Secret Service was ''shorthanded,'' that you did 
not have the resources available that were needed. 

How why was this, because of lack of funds, lack of 
personnel, or poor planning? 

Inspector Kelley. Well, we like to think it was merely 
the lack of funds. The ability to do many of the things 
that we have now was not present at that time. We didn't 
have the numbers of people to do the proper route surveys. 
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We didn't have the number of people to assist and evaluate 

I 

the kinds of information ue should have been getting. There 
just was not enough people to do the job. 

i 

I 

i 

Mr. Devine. I think you said you felt it was probably due 
to lack of funds? 

| 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

Mr. Devine. Of course, it is easy for this Select 



Committee and everyone, else to second-guess a situation like 
this and I think ue all recognise that it is just totally 
impossible and impractical to expect that any agency such as 
the Secret Service or any other can totally guarantee that 
they can protect the lire of a President when he is exposed 
to large crowds in a downtown area; isn't that accurate? 

Inspector Kelley. That is true, Mr. Devine. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. I have no further questions. 

7he Chairman. Tne time of the gentleman has expired. 

The gentleman from North Carolina, Mr. Preyer. 

Mr. Preyer. I have no questions, Mr. Chairman. 



i 

I 

i 



2097 



The Chairman. 



The gentleman from Indiana, Mr. Eithian. 
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Mr. Fithian. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Inspector, I wanted to pursue additionally Mr. Devine's 
line of questioning. 

Now, taking advantage of your 36 years of experience and 
the fact that the assassination of President Kennedy was not 
the last nor the most recant attempt on the life of a 
President, we have the example recently of President Ford 
and others. What can ,be done in your estimation, if you 
were writing the law, what can be done legislati vely to 
improve the protection of the President of the United 
States ? 



| 

i 



i 

I 

! 

i 



i 

j 

i 



Inspector Kelley. Legislatively, I am not too sure I have 



the answer to that, Mr. Fithian. We have been, of course. 



supported by the Congress ever since the 1963 incident. We 



have additional resources now. The requests for resources 



that we get are now being handled. Mr. Devine suggests, you 



know, another pile of money isn't going to do it. 



In the kind of society we have and the kind of contact 
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that our President and the other people that we protect have 
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with the public, it is very difficult to isolate them from 
the public. Of course, the contacts with the public is 
where the danger lies, as we saw with Mr. Ford. There are 
an awful lot of disturbed people on the streets that I don't 
think we can do very much about. 

Mr. Fithian. Some have suggested that the requirement be 
put into the alw that in motorcades such as this that you 
have to have a bubbletop vehicle or something of that 
nature. Others have said that the President speaking from a 
podium, the crowd of people that have not been pre-screened 
or selected, that some kind of glass shield be a 
requirement . 

Realizing that you cannot isolate and totally remove the 
danger, are there things that you would recommend if you 
didn't have to satisfy anybody else and your job was to 
safeguard the President of the United States and you wrote 
all the rules and regulations for that? Do you have any 
recommendations to make to this panel? 



I 
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Inspector Kelley. Strictly on security grounds, of 
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course, the riding of the President or a dignitary in an 
open car down a parade route is a very dangerous procedure. 

j 

Walking along a fence at an airport shaking hands with a 

! 

campaign crowd is a dangerous procedure. There may be 

someone in the crowgd who thought he would never get a • | 

I 

I 

chance to get that close to the President, but when he finds j 

j 

he is that close, he does something to him. 

The people who ha.ve assassinated Presidents of the United I 

I 

States have a characteristic running through them. They are ; 
all these loners, these people who have a grudge, with a 

| 

mental history. Oswald fit that category exactly. The 



closest thing we had to a political assassination was, of 
course, the attack on Blair House, but there, again, the 
people that attacked it had mental problems. 

The isolation of the President in our society I just don' 
think is feasible. If he is going to do a parade route for 
a political purpose, he wants to be seen and, of course, 
this was the objection you gat by some of the protectees 

i 
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with the people standing around him, the agents who surround 
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I 

I 

2155 him . 

I 

2156 You get complaints about that sort of thing, that they 

I 

I 

2157 come out to see the President and all they can see is a 

2158 group of agents standing around, they never get to see the 

2159 President, either in a standing situation or in a motorcade. 

2160 The cars are equipped to give him that kind of protection,! 

j 

2161 to furnish him that shield between himself and the crowd, 

! 

i 

2162 but frequently we were > not able to use them. 

2163 Mr. Fithran. It could be made a law, though, that that is 

( I 

2164 the only car. That is just the way you build the car, I 

2165 suppose . 

2166 Inspector Kelley. Yes, that is the way we build the car. 

2167 Mr. Fithian. I mean, it could be made a law that the 

j 

2168 bubbletop, the glass protection is required. Would you 

2169 recommend that? 

2170 Inspector Kelley. On strictly security grounds I would 

I 

2171 recommend it. I have very little faith that that could be 

i 

I ! 

2172 j or would be provided to the President or that the President 

2173 would accept it. He would accept it if it was the law, but 
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not that he would want it. 

Mr. Fithian. One other question:? Do you have any 
recommendations to make as to ways to improve the 
coordination between the law enforcement and security 
personnel, not only the Secret Service and the FBI but the . 
Secret Service and local police departments? 

Do you have any recommendations in that area? 

Inspector Kelley. _ The Warren Commission made some 
recommendations concerning the kinds of information that the 
Secret Service should ask these organisations to furnish 
them. We, of course, were and are in the business of 
protection. These people are in the business of gathering 
intelligence. They made recommendations that we followed. 

I think the arrangements we have with the local and the 
Federal agencies who are assisting us in this gathering of 
intelligence are first rate.' There is, of course, in the 

last number of years, and I was 1 had some experience with 

it in the last two years of my years with the Secret Service 
since I was in charge of the Protective Forces, and that is 
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2193 m the kind and the amount of intelligence that we are now 

i 

i 

2194 getting from the intelligence-gathering agencies, the 

i 



2195 guidelines to the Bureau, for instance, concerning the kinds 



2196 j of activities they will engage in now in connection with 



2197 radical 'groups has cut down tremendously the flow of 



2198 information we have from the Bureau about groups. 



2139 | There has been a very significant decline in that amount 



2200 of information since those guidelines and they are having 



2201 | problems with the Freedom of Information Act , they are 

/ 

\ v 

2202 | having problems with the Privacy Act, as to just what kinds 



2203 | of information they can collect. 



i 

2204 It has cut down considerably the amount of information 

j 

! 

j | 

2205 | available to the Secret Service for evaluation which is 



2206 really our job, not their job, to evaluate this information 



2207 | and how it affects the safety of the President. 



2208 The Chairman. The time of the gentleman has expired. 



2209 J The gentleman f rom Connecticut, Mr. McKinney. 



2210 I Mr. McKinney. Mr. Kelley, I was riding in a Presidential ! 

I ‘ 5 



2211 j limousine in Hartford, Connecticut with President Ford when 

i 

i 
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we were hit by a car. I am sura you read about it, 
everybody did. The Hartford policemen just simply forgot to 
block off a street. If you look at this picture over here, 
you see the President's limousine wide open and the only 
protection on either side again is a policeman on a 
motorcycle, the very same situation we had in Hartford. 

Do you feel that the Secret Service should be given more 
men and more equipment, and actually they should be doing 
this type of side running rather than the local police in a 
community ? 

Inspector Kelley. No, I don't think, Mr. McKinney, that 
would solve too many problems. I think the kinds of 
activities that the police engage in everyday are not the 
kinds of activities that the Secret Service engage in and 
that it is not necessary for us to have our own motorcycle 
people, our own crowd control people. 

The uniformed presence, of course, in a crowd is a great 
deterrent. Trying to quantify what degree of prevention 
there is, of course, is very difficult. We don't know how 
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many assassins we have discouraged by the fact that we have 
people around the President or whether if we didn't have any 
around him, whether it would make a difference. 

So I think the resources we have been given when we 
requested them have been adequate for it. 

Mr. McKinney. I would agree with you. I guess they a 
great at that. But when they are not standing in front of a 
green light, they are ,not too good. The bubbletop was not 
bulletproof, it was simply plexiglass. 

Inspector Kelley. At that time, that is right. 

Mr. McKinney. But there is a possibility that it could 
have deflected the bullet or the possibility that the 
smashing of the bubbletop by a bullet would have brought 
about a faster reaction. 

Who made the decisoin whether or not that top was going 
be on ? 

Inspector Kelley. . I am not the best witness on that I 
think. I think Mr. Rowley will appear before you later and 
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I think perhaps he is the best witness on that. 
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I have heard various interpretations of why. Of course, 
what you say is perfectly true, if we had a bubbletop there 
would have been some obfuscation of the assassin's view. It 
is a deterrent. 

Mr. McKinney. The other question I guess I would ask is: 
If the bubbletop were not on, which it was not, I assume it 



had to be there in case it rained so it could be put on in 
speedy notice? 



Inspector Kelley. Yes, it was in the back of the car. 

Mr. McKinney. Since the bubbletop was not on, why was 
one assigned to riding the back of that car? 3ecause two 
men standing on the back of the car holding on to those hand 
grips would not have obstructed the view of the President 
from either side of the parade, but they certainly would 
have obstructed the assassin’s clear line into the rear of 
the car . 



Inspector Kelley. Well, the information I was given on 
that subject was the President didn't want them there. 

Mr. McKinney. Okay, that is all the questions I have. 



' | 

i 

| 

no 
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The Chairman. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. Edgar. 

Mr. Edgar. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Kelley, X notice from some briefing materials that we 
have in our booklets that you were present during several 
interviews by Captain Will Fritz of Lee Harvey Oswald; is 
that correct? 

Inspector Kelley., Yes, sir. 

Mr. Edgar. Can you indicate for us why none of those 
interviews were taped? 

Inspector Kelley. The Dallas police didn't have a tape 
recorder and I didn’t have one with me, and apparently no 
one else had one. They didn't, have a tape recorder for 
Captain Fritz anyway. 

Mr. Edgar. Wouldn't it have been a logical thing in 1963 
for 

Inspector Kelley. Yes. 

Mr. Edgar. for an investigative person like yourself 
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from the Secret Service to demand or request or require a 
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tape recording be present when interrogating such a 
sensitive witnes? 

| 

Inspector Kelley. Well, I didn't feel when I was allowed 

* 

to come into the interrogation room that I had the right to 
insist on a recordation of it. I was there as a guest of 
the Dallas Police Department and Captain Frits was handling 



hindsight, I should have wired myself before I went in 



there. But it was just my own position that I did not think 
I should insist on a recording of it. 

I 

i 

Mr. Edgar. You used the phrase ’’you didn't think you 
were allowed'', or you were given Permission to go in and 

j 

listen in on the interview. Was there a breakdown in lines 

i 

j 

and chains of command that made you feel as though you 

. ! 

! 

didn't have full or equal opportunity with the captain of 

| 

the Dallas Police Department to interrogate this witness? 

Inspector Kelley. No, there was certainly no lack of 
cooperation between the Dallas Police Department and 
ourselves and Captain Frits and me. As a matter of fact. 
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when, we first went in to do the interviews, I didn't know 
whether they had a recording or not. I guess I just assumed 
they- had, but I did find out later that the interview was 
not being recorded. 

Mr. Edgar. In your conversation with Lee Harvey Oswald, 
what did he say to you? 

Inspector Kelley. He indicated to me that he was a 
Communist but not a Marxist. The only other things he 
talked about, or I talked to him about, was the fact that ha 
had been accused by the police department as being the 
assassin and we were concerned about whether he was or 
whether there was somebody else that assassinated President 
Kennedy and I would like to talk to him about it, and he 
indicated, I will talk to you later. 

Mr. Edgar. Did ha indicate to you at that time that you 
were the first Secret Service agent to talk with him? 

Inspector Kelley. Ho, I don't recall that conversation 
with him . 



2325 



Mr. Edgar. Had he encountered any other Secret Service 
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agents prior to your conversation with him? 

Inspector Kelley. Ho, he hadn't. 

nr. Edgar. In his alleged leaving of the Texas Book 
Depository, did he run into any agents at all? 

Inspector Kelley. Ho, he did not. We didn't have any 
agents there . 

I 

Mr. Edgar. It also indicates in our briefing material 
that you were placed in charge of the protective detail 
around the Oswald family; is that correct? 

Inspector Kelley. Well, I was not in charge of it.- I 

j 

formed it. I selected the people and supervised. 

i 

Mr. Edgar. Did you ever have occasion to talk with Marina 
Oswald ? 

j 

Inspector Kelley. Yes > I had several discussions with 

her . 

Mr. rdgar. And that was through a Russian-speaking Secret 

I 

Service interpreter? 

Inspector Kelley. Yes, Agent Gonadze. 
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Mr . Edgar . 



What were your impressions of Marina Oswald in 
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the few days and weeks after the assassination? 

i 

Inspector Kelley. My impression of her was that she was i 
terribly frightened that something would happen to her, 
either that the United States Government was going to do 
something to her or that people would be, she was frightened 

I 

of being assaulted and attacked. 

Mr. Edgar. Did she indicate to you who she was frightened 

2352 of specifically? 

i 

| 

2353 Inspector Kelley. Well, the government, you know, the 

j 

2354 United States Government would retaliate against her. 

2355 Mr. Edgar. Did she indicae whether that was the CIA, the; 

I 

2356 FBI, the Secret Service, the Dallas Police Department? 

i ! 

! 

2357 j Inspector Kelley. She didn't indicate specifically 

j 

2358 anybody. She did not get along with the FBI agents that had 

j 

2359 previously contacted her. 

2360 Mr. Edgar. I have a great many additional questions in 

i 

2361 that area, but because of the time, let me just ask one 

2362 final question: When we were putting together the Select 

2363 Committee on Assassinations after its rocky history, one of 
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— ■^Axs'fc "things that we did under our new chief counsel was 
put together an investigative plan for both the deaths of 
President Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King. 

Was there at any time a sit-doun discussion with the FBI 
the Secret Service, and/or including the Dallas Police 
Department, of an investigative plan along the lines of, 
gentlemen and ladies, let’s sit down and decide where we go 
from here in investigating each of the aspects of this 
tragic assassination? 



j 

i 

I 



I 

I 



Inspector Kelley. Ko, not to my knowledge, and I 
certainly did not participate in any such plan. I did have 
several discussions with Mr. Malley as to what we were doing 
and why we were doing it, the kinds of things we ware 
interested in and the kinds of things that were coming to 
our attention, either from the deaths in Dallas or from our 
field offices . 

Mr. Edgar. As a non-policeman and a non-lawyer and 
someone who comes to this kind of experience in kind of a 
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new way, it seems to me that that was an oversight on the 
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part of the investigative agencies or that that was not a 
practical 

The Chairman. The time of the gentleman has expired, but 
the Chair will let the witness answer. 

You may proceed. 

Inspector Kelley. The order had come down that the FBI 



would take full responsibility for the investigation of the 
as s ass ination , so there was really no problem then 
concerning ourselves and the FBI. 

The Dallas Police Department also understood that their 
role in the investigation of Kennedy's assassination had 
been taken over by the Bureau. 

The Chairman. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. Edgar. Thank you. 

The Chairman. The gentleman from Michigan, Mr. Sawyer. 

Mr . Sawyer . Yes . 

Did at that time the Secret Service have specific 
contingency plans, like the military does, on hypothetical 






i 

! 



i 



i 



i 

! 

I 

I 

j 
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things happening, a specific plan to be put into effect by 
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the agents on the scene? 

I 

I 

Inspector Kelley . Well/ the specific plan/ of course/ in j 



all the protective procedures was that if something untoward 
happened in a protective situation, the only plan was to get 
thee protectee out of there, out of the dangerous situation. 

Mr. Sawyer. Was there any specific plan of how to do that 

i 

I 

that were laid out in advance? 



Inspector Kelley., Yes. The agents, of course, ware to j 

i 

surround the President if he was in a vehicle. The vehicle 

i 

I 

| 

i 

was to be moved out directly regardless of convoys or 



motorcycle and to merely remove the President from the 
dangerous area. 



Mr. Sawyer. Is it presently just as vague as that or do 



| 

i 

I 



they lay out specifics? On a parade route, let's say, if 
things happen, where they go, what they do, and with how 
they get there? 



Inspector Kelley. It is much more improved now and there ! 

i 

are practical runs of what to do in a specific area of 

i 
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attack . 
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Mr. Sawyer. So that the agents know specifically if they j 

i 

azs> in a certain area of a parade route where they are going 

i 

to go and how they get there? 

Inspector Kelley. Exactly. 

Mr. Sawyer. They didn't do that then? 

Inspector Kelley. Well, it was not a practice to practice 

. 

| 

these situations in getting out of them. There was a lot 

I 

j 

less sophistication in, those days as to how to handle an 

i 

emergency than there is today. That is mostly because of 
resources . 

Mr. Sawyer. I presume, then, at that time that individual 

| 

i 

i 

agents didn’t know specifically what they, themselves, were 
supposed to do and where they were supposed to take a 

i 

i 

positron or this kind of thing? 

Inspector Kelley. Ko . I think the positions in a parade j 

j 

and the positions of who will stand where when the car s ion s 

I 

■ 

or what each agent will do when the car is moving is spelled 
our and was spelled out at that time. 

I don't mean that there was no arrangement made for this | 
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sort of thing, but it was a lot less sophisticated than it 
is today and the agents did not have the opportunity to 
practice in those situations that they have today. 

i 

Mr. Sawyer. Also, along the line of the questioning of 
Chairman Stokes, X, too, was impressed in watching the 

i 

Zapruder film at how rapidly Governor Connally reacted to 

! 

that first shot and all through the . series of three shots 
there was no visible reaction by any of the agents that were 
in the pictures. 

Do they receive any training in recognising by sounds the 
sound of rifle shots or pistol shots? 

Inspector Kelley. They do now. They receive formal 
training in it. Of course, in those days, the young agents 
that were on this, the trained agents that were on it, all 
had a great deal of physical aptitude. There was no formal 
training in the recognition of shots before that. 

Mr. Sawyer. There is now? 

Inspector Kelley. The agent was always qualified with 
pistols. They were qualified with their firearms and the use 
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of shoulder arms, but there was no specific training on the 
recognition of pistol shots or rifle shots. 

j 

Mr. Sawyer. What also surprised me about that reaction byj 
Governor Connally and the nonreaction by the agents through 
that time frame of say seven or eight seconds is that the 

j 

I 

agents, I would think, would be alert for exactly that kind 
of thing, be concentrating on it much as a sprinter might 

I 

concentrate on listening for the starting gun, whereas 
Governor Connally would have had other things on his mind. 

And yet their reaction, for being there for that real 
purpose, is surprising, their total lack of reaction to it 
for such a long time frame. 

Inspector Kelley. Mr. Congressman, you know, Governor 
Connally was hit with a bullet. 

Mr. Sawyer. Not at that first shot. Ha turned to see 



where the shot came from and testified here and it is 



i 



i 

i 

I 



perfectly obvious in the picture that he recognised the 
rifle shot and spotted pretty much where it came from and he 
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was hit by the next shot. 
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Well, anyway, aside from that, one other thing that 
impressed me when I was in Dallas and looking at this was 
the so-called grassy knoll location, that we were told no 
one had either checked out or even stationed as much as a 
Dallas policeman there. 



If you are familiar with that situation, the fence runs 
along the top of the grassy knoll, a solid fence with trees 
overhanging, and there, is nothing behind it at all but a 
big, unoccupied gravel parking lot and railroad tracks and a 
perfect escape situation. 

Apparently, it was somewhat of a hangout for bums since 
there are wine bottles and everything else laying around 
back there . 



I am just amazed that the Secret Service would not have 



been 



have 



from 



i 

alert to that kind of a situation because you could 

I 

killed the President from there with a handgun. 

| 

Inspector Kelley. Well, along that parade route, though, | 
the airport there were a number of those same hazardous 
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situations on a parade route of that length. 



There were , 
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course, some police in the area. There was nobody on the 
grassy knoll. There were some police in the area of Dealey 
Plaza as it went into the underpass. 

Mr. Sawyer. Today would the Secret Service check out 
places like that and insist that there be some policeman 
behind that fence or somebody to cover that kind of a 
situation? 

Inspector Kelley.. Yes, we do a great deal more of that 
than we did before. 

Mr. Sawyer. Thank you. I have no further questions. 

The Chairman. The time of the gentleman has expired. 



j 

i 



The gentleman from Ohio, Mr. Devine. 

| 

Mr. Devine. Mr. Kelley, I just have one question: Do you 

feel that the Secret Service and/or the FBI failed in its 
pre-assassination investigation? 

i 

Inspector Kelley. Ho, Mr. Devine. When you look at the 
background of Lee Harvey Oswald, a number of government 
agencies had information on him. Ho one government agency 



had it all and the Secret Service had none. 
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However, if we had, if we knew the totality of his 
background and if we knew that he was working in the 
bookstore at that time, I feel that the Secret Service would 
have done something to insure that we knew what Lee Harvey 
Oswald was doing at the time of the parade. We would have 
seen that he was at work or we would have seen what he was 
doing in the bookstore if we knew the totality of it. 

He turned out to ,be the kind, as I say, of the typical 
assassin, the typical assassin of Presidents, a loner, a man 
with a history of mental problems, a bitter man, a man who 
felt himself a failure. 

Xn talking to Marina, he was a very disturbed man. To 
predict human behavior to that extent, X think was just an 
impossibility. We have a great many people in this country 
who have these same tendencies who never turn out to be 
assassins. I think the ability to predict that kind of 
human behavior is still beyond us. 

Mr. Devine. So it gets right back, then, to the 
impossibility to totally protect any President, isn't that 
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Inspector Kelley. Yes . 

Mr. Devine. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. Kelley, at the conclusion of a witness' testimony 
before this committee the witness is entitled to five 

] 

minutes in which he may comment upon or explain or in any 

i 

way amplify or expand jjpon the testimony he has given before 

i 

this committee. 

On behalf of the committee, at this time I extend to you 
five minutes for that purpose if you so desire. 

Inspector Kelley. Just a minute to expand on some of the ! 

i 

discussion we had with Mr. Edgar there as to the kinds of 
information we are now getting or not getting from the 

j 

| 

intelligence agencies that are responsible for the gathering ! 



We have found, or I have found just before I retired. 



very serious declination in the number of reports we get 
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from the Bureau and the kind of reports that we get from the 
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Suxssu that X think us should hsvs . We got them ai"tBzr rhe 

I 

| 

assassination, after the Warren Commission ’ s recommendation 

j 

up until 1974. We have had a great many of them and they 
are falling off predictably every month. 

I 

The Chairman. Thank you very much, Mr. Kelley. We 

! 

appreciate your appearance here. At this time you are 
excused . 

Inspector Kelley. ^ Thank you. 

The Chairman. The committee will recess for the noon hour 

i 

and ue will therefore have recess until 2 p.m. this 

i 

j 

afternoon . 

| 

| 

[Whereupon, at 1 2 : 2 4 p.m. the committee recessed, to 

I 

I 

reconvene at 2=00 p.m. the same day.] 

RFTR CANTOR 
AFTERNOON SESSION 

| 

The Chairman. The committee will come to order. 

! 

The Chair recognizes Professor 31akey. 

i 

Mr. 31akey. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. i 
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The next witness to be called this afternoon will be 
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former Secret Service Chief James J. Rowley. Chief Rowley 
was Director of the Secret Service from 1961 until his 
retirement in 1972. 

As Director of the Secret Service in 1963 he exercised 
general supervision over President Kennedy's trip to Dallas. 

Chief Rowley entered the Secret Service in 1938 as an 
inspection agent. He received a master’s degree in law from 
Saint John's University in Brooklyn, and in 1939 he was 
transferred to the Presidential Protective Division. He was 
named special agent in charge of the division in 1947, a 
post he held until he was appointed Director of the Secret 
Service in 1961. 

Chief Rowley has served six Presidents during his career 
with the Secret Service— Roosevelt, Truman, Eisenhower, 
Kennedy, Johnson, and Hixon. It would be appropriate at 
this time, Mr. Chairman, to call Chief Rowley. 

The Chairman. Would the witness please stand and raise 
your right hand and be sworn. 
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Do you solemnly swear the testimony you will give before 
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i 

i 

l 

l 

I 

; 

I 



Chief Rowley. I do. 



TESTIMONY OF JAMES J . ROWLEY 

The Chairman. Thank you. You may be seated. 

The Chair recognizes Counsel Leodis Matthews . 

Mr. Matthews. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Rowley, in 1963 where were you at the time o 



i 

j 

j 

i 



i 

i 

i 



Mr. Behn, who was at that time Chief of the Secret Service-- j 

! 

agent in charge of the White House detail, that the 

I 

I 

President was shot. I immediately notified Mr. Bob Wallace, 
who was Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, in attendance 
at the luncheon, of the nature of the telephone call, and 



F. Kennedy assassination? 

Chief Rowley. I was at the Treasury law enforcement 
graduation luncheon in one of the restaurants in Washington, 
D.C. I was summoned to the telephone and was informed by 
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this committee is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 
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both of us immediately proceeded to the East Wing of the 
White House, where Mr. Behn's office was located. : 



Mr. Matthews. What did you do in regards to assigning 
responsibility for the assassination to anyone in the Secret 
Service? 



Chief Rowley. Well, I spoke to Paterni, the Department 

I 

I 

Chief, and asked him who was the nearest inspector to 
Dallas, Texas, having in mind that time was of the essence, 

I 

j 

and he reported back that Inspector Kelly was just leaving 

j 

Louisville, Kentucky, and we were able to reach him at the 

j 

airport and told him to proceed immediately to Dallas. 

i 

i 

j 

Mr. Matthews . At the time you made that assignment to 

| 

Inspector Kelly, did you give him any specific instructions 

i 

i 

of what he should do when he reached Dallas? 



Chief Rowley. Well, I did not speak to him. I am guile 
sure that Deputy Chief Paterni did, in which case he told 
him to take charge of the investigation. That was my 
thought at the time in sending him there. 

Mr. Matthews. Soon after Inspector Kelly arrived in 
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Dallas and began his investigation, you received a 
communique through the mail, an office report, indicating 

I 

that there had been a Chicago investigation of some Cubans? 

i 

i 

i 

Chief Rowley. I did not get that. 

i 

Mr. Matthews. Mr. Rowley, let me just call your attention 

[ 

to JFK F-419, a document I believe that I have supplied you 



earlier . 

Chief Rowley. Ye,s . 

I 

Mr. Matthews. Have you had occasion to read through that ] 
report? 



Chief Rowley. Yes, sir. 

i 

I 

I 

! 

Mr. Matthews. That report indicates that you received it I 

I 



shortly after the assassination . It was entitled, 



' 'Possible Involvement by Quentin Pino Machado in a 



Conspiracy to Assassinate JFK.'' 



Did you review that report? 

Chief Rowley. I do not think I reviewed that report. I 
did not see my initials on it, so therefore I have to assume 
I did not review it. 
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Mr. Matthaus. I also call your attention to JFK F-422, 
document uhich you also have in your possession, entitled, 
''Chicago Investigation of Cuban Groups Alleged to be 
Involved in the Assassination of President John F. 

Kennedy . ' ' 

Do you have any recollection of having received and 
reviewed that report? 

Chief Rowley . I think on that report my initials are, 
uhich indicate that I did read it, but I have no immediate 
recollection . 

Mr. Matthews . Did you receive any report about the 
agents' performance in Dallas? 

Chief Rouley. We did receive reports from time to time 
Dallas, but specifically uhat report are you referring to? 






a 



i 

| 

| 

! 

j 



Mr. Mattheus . Well, did you receive a report indicating ; 

i 

hou the agents had performed at the time that the shooting 

I 

. j 

episode occurred in Dealey Plaza? ! 

Chief Rouley. Well, ue found out, the report indicated 
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that they performed adequately under the circumstances. 
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Their response is indicated by the action of Agent Clint 
Hill, indicated that he responded, and that he was 
attempting to take some action. 

Hr. Matthews . Did you play any role in supervising the 
investigation itself? 

Chief Rowley. No, sir. 

Hr. Hatthews . I want to call your attention to what has 
been marked as JFK 423, ' 'Secret Service Organizational 

Chart,’’ off to your right. In your opinion, would the 
Service have been organized in substantially the same manner 
in Kovember of 1963? 

Chief Rowley . Yes . 

Hr. Hatthews. Would Hr. Kelly's position on the chart 
have indicated that he had authority in the field office to 
direct that the agents conduct whatever investigation he 
felt was necessary? 

Chief Rowley. Yes, sir, he had that authority. 

Hr. Hatthews. Did you ever establish any other panel or 
reviewing board or authority for the Dallas investigation? 
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Chief Rowley . Offhand, I do not recall, unless you have 
in mind what I heard this morning, that Mr. Kelly had a 
^ting in which they discussed the intelligence aspect of 
the Service . 

Mr. Matthews. Did that meeting occur in Washington? 

Chief Rowley. X believe it did. It would have, rather, 
at the PRS office. 

Mr. Matthews. What was the purpose of that meeting? 

Chief Rowley. Well, Mr. Kelly described it. I was not 
aware of it at the time. As I said, I heard it this 



morning . 



Mr. Matthews. At the time of the assassination, had the 
Secret Service established any procedures for the handling 
of physical evidence? 

Chief Rowley. Well, I think basically they handled the 
procedures as they would any other evidence, whether it be 
criminal or— particularly in the criminal field. 

Mr. Matthews. Mr. Kelly mentioned that there was some 
confusion as to what the scope of the Secret Service 



i 

i 

i 
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investigation was. What authority did the Secret Service 
have to participate in the investigation? 

Chief Rowley. Well, we were involved in the 
assassination . We had the responsibility of protecting the 
President, and the reason for my dispatching Mr. Kelly down 
there was to supervise that investigation, to ascertain as 
quickly as possible who was responsible and who committed 
the crime . 

Mr. Matthews. The Chief of the intelligence branch of th 
Secret Service testified before this committee that he was 
removed from his position for what he interpreted as the 
failure of his mission. Were you responsible for his 
removal ? 

Chief Rowley. Well, X would say in the course of 
reorganising the division itself, the Protective Research 
Division, and by infusing additional agents into that 
division to handle the many reports that we ware receiving 
at that time, both from the agency and the F3I, and to 
evaluate them as they came in, required a considerable 
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assistance, and we assigned someone. In fact, we had an 
inspector supervise the whole operation until it got down to 
a point where we were able to put them in various 
categories . 

Mr. Matthews. Did you make any effort to close off the 
Texas-Mexico border? 



Chief Rowley. Well, my first reaction was to ask the 
Immigration and Naturalisation to close off the border 



i 



between Texas and Mexico . 

Mr. Matthews. And at the time you made that request, 
thoughts did you have as to what should be done? 

Chief Rowley. Well, at that time I thought that ther 



wha 



i 



I 

I 



might be a possibility, because of the proximity of the 
border to Dallas, that there might be that possibility of 
someone escaping via that route. 



Mr. Matthews. In your own mind, in discussions with the 
persons convened on your staff to discuss the Secret Service 
role in the assassination, were there any thoughts that 
perhaps a person of international character may have been 
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involved in the assassination? 



Chief Rouley. Well, there are those thoughts. There were 
those thoughts, and that was one of the reasons why I asked 
the Immigration and Naturalization to close the border. 



Mr . Matthews. When the Warren Commission was established J 

I 

I 

you selected Mr. Kelly to be the liaison person? 



Chief Rouley. Yes, sir. 



Mr. Matthews. Why did you make that selection? 

Chiez Rouley. Why? Because it was a natural selection, 
inasmuch as he was in Dallas and conducted the 
investigation, and was familiar with what the requirements 
might be insofar as the es tablishment of the Warren 
Commission, and he would be of great assistance to them. 



Mr. Matthews. As Chief of the Secret Service, did 



you 



ever make any attempts to meet with the person in charge of 



the FBI and formulate a strategy for investigation? 



Chief Rouley. Well, I did meet with Mr. Hoover and 



reiterated and established the cooperation bet we 



en our xwo 
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agencies . 
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Mr. Matthews. Did you have any input on a strategy of 

I 

investigation for the Warren Commission? 

| 

Chief Rowley. Well, 1 think we did prepare something for | 
the Warren Commission. Specifically I do not recall, but I 
have in the back of my mind such a report. 

i 

Mr. Matthews. Mr. Kelly has already testified to some 

| 

exhibits X would like to identify for the record which you 

j 

have a copy of: of JFK 414, of JFK 415, of JFK 416, 417, 

and 418, a series of reports which his testimony has 
indicated involved the Secret Service investigation of the 

i 

| 

Cuban plot to assassinate the President. 

Were you aware of those reports during the course of the 

! 

j 

Warren Commission investigation? j 

Chief Rowley. No, I have no recollection. 

i 

Mr. Matthews. Do you have any recollection of having 

i 

reviewed those documents? 

: 

I 

Chief Rowley. No, sir. You mean at that time, or 
recently? 
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Mr . Matthews . 



At the time that the documents were 
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generated . 

Chief P.owley. No. 

! 

i 

| 

Mr. Matthews. Did you work out any agreement as to which : 
files would be supplied to the Warren Commission? 

Chief Rowley. That was left up to Inspector Kelly, 
because he was the one most familiar with the documents . In 
fact, he was directed to comply with all the requests that 

1 

were made by the Commission to the Secret Service for 

i 

reports . 

Mr. Matthews. Were there any restraints on his ability to 

i 

I 

I 

produce reports? 

i 

Chief Rowley. There was no restraint on his authority. 

' 

i 

i 

Mr. Matthews. Mr. Chairman, at this time I would move fob 
the admission of JFK Exhibits 423, 419, 420, 424, 422, and 

l 

request the chairman's approval to make a subsequent 
submission . 

The Chairman. Without objection they may be entered into j 
the record at this point. 



I 

i 



| 

j 
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Mr. Matthews. X have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. | 
The Chairman. At this point the Chair will recognize the ! 

I 

i 

gentleman zrom Tennessee, Mr. Ford, for such time as he may 

I 

consume, after which the committee will operate under the 5- j 

| 

minute rule. 

i 

Mr. Ford. 

I 

Mr. Ford. Thanh you, Mr. Chairman. 

I 

Mr. Rowley, when ..you became aware of the assassination, i 
you requested that the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service at the Texas border be alerted. Why? Could you 

| 

tell us why? 

j 

Chief Rowley. Well, I just tried to explain that it was a 

! 

natural instinct or reaction, if you will, to do that, 
thinking that there might have been, there might be some 

| 

avenue of escape in that direction. 

Mr. Ford. Were there any thoughts on your mind at the 
time that there might be an assassin from a foreign 

i 

government who would then attempt to escape to Mexico? 

I 
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Chief Rowle y . 



No, not at that time; no, sir. 
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I 



ft—* Ford. You mentioned a. minute ago loo "the counsel illicit: j 

| 

you met with the Director, Mr. Hoover, and in talking with 

j 

I 

him, did you ever discuss the line of investigation and the 



exchange of intelligence? 

Chief Rowley. That was worked out right after the 
assassination, Mr. Congressman, but we had the cooperation 



to the extent that they were able to provide prior to that 



time . 

I 

. | 

Mr. Ford. You mentioned earlier that you assigned 



Inspector Thomas Kelly 



Chief Rowley. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Ford. to Dallas for the investigation. Again 

the record, why did you assign Mr. Kelly, dispatch him to 
the Dallas — Fort Worth area? 

Chief Rowley. I think because, I assigned Mr. Kelly 
because he was the nearest one to Dallas of the inspectors 
at that time, because as I explained to the previous 
question, the time was of the essence, and I wanted to send 
someone as quickly as possible down there, and he was the 
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i 

j 
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nearest one there, and one of the responsibilities of an 
inspector is to do precisely what he did down in Dallas, 
direct the investigation and the activities. 

fir. Ford. Was he there to investigate who may have been 
involved in the assassination or to review the performance 
of the Secret Service in connection with the assassination? 

Chief Rowley. That was initially to become involved in 
the investigation as to who committed the assassination, and 
whoever else might be involved in that assassination. 

fir* Ford. fir. Rowley, you "Testified before the Warren 
Commission June 18 of 1 964. At that time in your testimony 
you were asked by Senator Cooper the following questions , 
and X quote = 

’’Do you have any information based upon any facts that 
you know based upon any information given to you by persons 
who claim to have personal knowledge that there were persons 
engaged in a conspiracy to kill President Kennedy.'' 

And your response was, ’’I have no such facts, sir.’’ 



2859 



Ke then asked you the following additional question, and 
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quote : 

''I address the same question as to whether you have any 
information that the killing of President Kennedy had any 
connection with any foreign power. ' ' 

Your response was, and X quote: 

' 'I have no such information. ’ ' 

We have heard testimony from Mr. Kelly indicating that 
there were assassination plots investigated by the Secret 
Service in early 1963. Were you aware of those 
investigations at the time of your testimony before the 
Warren Commission? 

Chief Rowley. I would have to look at the reports 
themselves, Mr. Congressman, to see whether my initials were 
on it, but the reports that you speak of, it was established 
that there was not any activity directed against — of interest 
to us as it affected the President of the United States in 
the ultimate investigation or the outcome of those reports. 

Mr. Ford. Going back to the first question, you said, '' 
have no such facts, sir." 
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The second question you also said, ’’I have no such i 

information . ’ ’ 

X am asking now, were you aware ox those investigations at 
the time you appeared before the Warren Commission? 

Chief Rowley. Well, if I made that statement, then X was , 
not aware of those facts . 

| 

Mr. Ford. I would like counsel to give the witness JFK F- 
416, F-417, F-418, and- ask the witness whether his initials 

: 

appear upon the face of these reports. 

Chief Rowley. Yes, sir. 

i 

Mr. Ford. Chief Rowley, why did you not call it to the | 

I 

Warren Commission's attention back in 1964 when you appeared j 
before the Commission? 

! 

. Chief Rowley. This information at the time was handled 

I 

either by the PP.S or through Mr. Kelly, and I can only 

! 

i 

assume, Mr. Congressman, that these reports were furnished 

i 

to the Warren Commission. 

Mr. Ford. The reports in your hand were reported to home? 
Chief Rowley. That is right. It was an ongoing 
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investigation, as I see it, in which case there would be a 
relationship with the EBX and the CIA, and in the ultimata I 
would think that the report itself would establish whether 
or not there was that as it affected the President of the 
United States . 

Mr. Ford. But you had initialed these reports or 
documents prior to the June 18, 1964 appearance before the 

Warren Commission; is .that correct? 

Chief Rowley. That is correct, sir. This was a year 
before the assassination . We are talking about 1962. 

Mr. Ford. Thank you very much. Chief Rowley. At this 
time I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman, and yield 
back the time . 

The Chairman. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. Edgar. 

Mr. Edgar. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Rowley, were you here this morning when Mr. Kelly was 
speaking ? 

Chief Rowley. Yes, sir. 




-NAME : 



HA A 262000 



PAGE 158 



29 17 
29 18 
29 19 
2 92 0. 
292 1 

2922 

2923 
2 9 2 9 

2925 

2926 ! 

2927 

2928 

I 

2929 | 

2930 
293 1 

2932 

2933 
29 34 



RPTR RUDOLPH 
3:00 

Mr. Edgar . X had ashed him about “the process of faking 
over an investigation such as the assassination of a 
President of the United States and asked about the 
investigative plan, whether or not Secret Service would have 
sat down to put together such a plan. 

To your knowledge,, was such an investigative plan put 
together to coordinate the FBI and the Secret Service and 
other investigative agencies' analyses of the assassination? 

Chief Rowley. No, sir. 

Mr. Edgar. In your meetings . with J. Edgar Hoover, 
wouldn't it have been logical for you as Chief of the Secret 
Service and he as head of the FBI to determine what strategy 
or plan you would have to investigate this death? 

Chief Rowley. Yes, sir. Your earlier question was that 
before there was an opportunity for anybody to sit down, the 
President of the United States directed that the FBI would 
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conduct the investigation and that we would cooperate with 
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them in any manner and phase that ue could. 

Nou X did indicate to the Director at such meetings that 
ue would cooperate with them. They had their own strategy 
as to how they would investigate it. 

Mr. Edgar . ’But wouldn't it have. been appropriate for you 
as Chief of the Secret Service to say, well, Mr. Hoover, I 
understand that the President has designated you as the lead 



i 

l 

i 



agency in this important investigation, but we have a role 



to play as well because it was our agents who were attached 

I 

j 

and assigned to the President for his protection and ue have ! 



an agent in Dallas by the name of Mr. Kelley and there are 



others involved who have information, how can ue sit down to 



make sura that the information that ue have in our Secret 



Service files as well as the ongoing and continuing reports 



that are coming in from our field offices can be analyzed in 



an appropriate place in your investigative plan? 



Wouldn't that have made some sense? 



Chief Rowley. It would have made some sense, but X think 



it was all developed subsequently by submitting such reports 



i 
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by both agencies to the Warren Commission and eventually 
evaluated by their legal staff. 

Mr. Edgar. 3ut in hindsight — and X know it is difficult 
hindsight looking at a situation where there was information 
available to you, at' least out of your Chicago office and 
your Miami office, relative to threats on the President's 
life in the files of the Secret Service and that information 
was available to you prior to the death of President Kennedy 
and that information should have been part of what you would 
have shared with the FBI as well as the Warren Commission? 

Chief Rowley. Well, X think Mr. Kelley indicated, and if 
he hasn't, I will say it now, that the FBX was in on that 
operation as well as the agency. So we were exchanging 
information in the entire thing. 

I think you will find in the ultimate that we have found 
that there was no particular jurisdiction on our part, that 
there was nothing of interest to us in the ultimate. 

Mr. Edgar. Let me talk about Mr. Kelley's arrival on the 
scene in Dallas. Xf you would have put yourself in Mr. 
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Kelley's place, arrived in Dallas and went to the Dallas 

1 




2975 


1 

Police Department , sat in on several interviews with. Lee 

i 




2976 


• 

Harvey Oswald yourself, would you have tape recorded that 




2977 


conversation? 




2978 


Chief Rowley. X don't know whether we had tape recorders, 

1 




2979 


but I think you must recognise under the situation at that 




2980 


time that Mr. Kelley was rushed down there and even if h“ 

! 




298 1 


! 

had the funds to rent a tape recorder, I don't think he 


/ 


2982 


would have had the time to do so. 

| 




2983 


i 

Furthermore, I don't think that he would have anticipated 




2984 


the type of confusion that he encountered as he described it 

j 




2985 ! 

1 


to you, nobody would have. 




j 

2986 


i 

j 

Mr. Edgar. Would you have insisted that word for word, 




2987 


verbatim be taken down by a court reporter 7 

i 

j 




2988 


I 

Chief Rowley . If you could obtain one, I suppose you 




2989 


could. But in the confusion, no one had an opportunity to 




2990 


ask questions because in addition to the people that he 




299 1 


described there, there were also the press right beyond the 




2992 


perimeter trying to ask questions. j 
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Mr. Edgar. One of the reasons, Mr. Rowley, that I am 
pursuing both the investigative plan and the activities of 
the immediate investigation, it just seems to me that the 
Secret Service and the FBI and the Dallas Police Department, 
someone should have had their wits about them enough to say, 
let's sit down and before we interview and before we go 
running in 1,000 different directions, let's analyze what we 
have on our hands, tragic as it is, and make sure that the 
press is secured, the corridors are secured, the alleged 
assailant is secured, that the information that we receive 
from that assailant is taken down for possible use in the 
investigation. 

X don't get that sense from looking at the materials that 

are available to us. The sense that I get, and maybe you 

can correct me if I am wrong, is that there were three 
agencies who felt that they either had some jurisdiction or 
no jurisdiction, that they had some information or no 

inxormation , and that they had their agents on the scene but 

not necessarily talking and coordinating with each other and 
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30 12 
30 13 
30 14 
30 15 
30 16 
30 17 
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3020 

I 

| 

302 1 | 

3022 

3023 j 

I 

I 

3024 i 

I 

3 0 25 j 

3026 

I 

3027 

3028 

3029 

I 

3030 j 



that no one strongly was in charge from the Federal point of 



view. 



Is that a misreading of what actually took place? 

^hier Rowley. Well* Captain Fritr was in charge, but 
whether or not he had the command of the situation, I can't 
say. But that is all very nice if you can lay it out in 
advance knowing that there would be an assassination. 



knowing that you would- arrest a certain individual and then 



be able to take him into custody and then set up the 

I 

I 

guidelines as you just enumerated. 

j 

But here was a situation where they arrested Oswald, took ; 
him into the police station, photographers, television 

I 

cameramen, reporters and all were descending on the police 



headquarters trying to get to the man, trying to obtain his 

. 

picture, the reporters trying to listen into the 

i 

| 

conversation and so forth. This is what Mr. Kelley 

i 

I 

described to me at the time. 

In addition, you had the situation where it was the Dallas 

j 

Police Department, the State had the responsibility at that 
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time. So that as Tom indicated this morning, you know, they 
were the host, so therefore you had to respect them. 

To carry this a bit further, the FBI kept after me to try 
to get our man Sorrels who was the agent in charge and had a 
rapport with the Chief of the Dallas Police Department, to 
get them to release the rifle so that it could be flown to 
Washington and ballistics taken, ballistic tests made in 
their laboratory. This is the process that I had to go 
through at the time in order to get them to release it. 

So I give you that for what it is worth that there was 
that difficulty. 

The Chairman. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. Edgar. I thank the gentleman. 

The Chairman. The gentleman from Connecticut, Mr. 

McKinney . 

Mr. McKinney. Ho questions. 

The Chairman. The gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. Devine. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

I am sorry floor business prevented my being here during 
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the hey part of Mr. Rowley's testimony. X do want to 
welcome you here. X know we have pulled you back from 
retirement at the beach to testify this morning. I am sure 
it is not a very pleasant experience to have to go through 
all these things . 

You did testify before the Warren Commission, didn't you? 

Chief Rowley. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Devine. Did you testify before any congressional 
committees in connection with this matter? 

Chief Rowley . Yes. In 1976, in February, I testified 
before the Senate Intelligence Committee chaired by Senator 
Schweiker . 

Mr. Devine. Do you as the former head of the Secret 
Service have any thoughts that you would like to impart to 
this committee inasmuch as the mandate of the House is that 
we make recommendations to the Congress in the area of 
possible legislation as it relates to assassinations? 

Do you feel that you would have been in better shape to 
have your agency handle it better if you had had more laws 
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The Chairman. The time of the gentleman has expired. 


3089 


The gentleman from Tennessee, Mr. Ford. 


3090 


- Ford. i hank you, Mr. Chairman. I have one final 


309 1 


question . 


3092 


Mr. Rowley, would it be your opinion that the evidence of 


3093 


| 

possible Cuban invol vemenb was never fully investigated by 


3094 


1 

the Secret Service? 


3095 


Chief Rowley. I .don’t think X could say that# Mr. 

• 


3096 


Congressman . For one thing, we investigated to the extent 


3097 


i 

we could with the cooperation of the information we got from 


3098 


the CIA and the FBI on the individuals that were earlier 

I 

! 


3099 


| 

mentioned . 1 

I 


3 100 


i 

Then, further, I would not be privy to what the Warren 


3101 


i 

Commission legal staff did in the course of their 

| 


3 102 


i 

investigation to establish something like that. 


3 103 


Mr. Ford. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 


3 104 


The Chairman. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

| 


3 105 


The gentleman from Michigan, Mr. Sawyer. 



3 106 



Mr . Sawyer . 



There is just one or two questions. 
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at your disposal or more funds or did you have the authority 
you felt was necesary to do what was necessary to protect 
the President? 

Chief Rowley. I think within the framework of that 
period, we didn't have the manpower or the equipment that we 
would have Irked to have had. But X must say that since 
then we have the manpower and the equipment. 

Mr. Devine. Have, you given it any thought, Mr. Rowley, 
about whether any xurther Federal legislation is necessary 
to make your organisation more effective or to make the 
security of the President more effective? 

Chief Rowley. Well, in all honesty, Mr. Congressman, 
since X retired X didn't give that much thought so I would 
have to say that my successor undoubtedly would have some 
views on that. 

— 3-^ quite sure that there have been considerable 
improvements in all phases of the Secret Service in the oast 
five years under his leadership. 



3087 



Mr. Devine. That is all. 



Thank you. 
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X am interested really in what current procedures are. 

I understand correctly that they now do actual practice runs 
on this kind of an emergency if it comes up so that 
everybody knows in advance just what kind of a game plan 
they have if something extraordinary happens? 

Chief Rowley. That is now part of the training, Mr. 
Congressman. We have at Beltsville an outdoor range and 
training facility in which we are able to train the agents 
under all these conditions and possibilities . 

Now whether they have improved that within the past five 
years, I don’t know. But I know when I left we had that 
kind of training. 

Mr. Sawyer. Do they start out with a kind of a premise 
that such a thing is going to happen on each motorcade so 
that they are mentally attuned to not being caught 
unexpected but actually expecting this on each time? 

Chief Rowley. Well, it has greatly improved by 100 
percent. We have alternate routes which are patrolled by 



Da 



i 

i 

: 



I 

I 

i 

i 



i 



i 
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our agents and the police. 



There are communications on 
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3126 different channels so that they don’t conflict with the main ! 

I 

3127 motorcade. We have men posted on roofs and places that were j 
3123 selected as vulnerable places by the advance agents. We 

3129 have a certain number of advance, agents supervised who are 

3130 assigned certain things such as buildings along the route 

I 

3131 and the type of traffic that runs through the city, et 

i 

3132 cetera . 

3133 The other factor ,is that there is constantly a helicopter i. 

i 

. i 

3134 flying above checking ahead with communications with all the i 

3135 posts on the roofs to advise them of what they see here so 

i 

j 

i 

3136 that they can take immediate action. 



Mr. Sawyer. As X said to a previous witness, I have been 



3138 J very impressed in watching the Zapruder film, the slowness 

3139 of the reaction of the agents compared to the reaction of 

3140 Governor Connally . I think for anyone watching that, it is 

3141 perfectly obvious that they were not really alertly attuned 

3142 to the possibility of some catastrophic event like that 

3143 happening . 

i 

3144 I just wonder if there has been some effort to in affect 
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instill an approach that instead of it being the unexpected. 



it is the expected, and they are just waiting for it to 



happen which might have increased their reaction time and 



mrght have saved the President? 



Chief Rowley. Well, I think there is an exhibit from the 



Wsrrsn Conunis s ion 'bh.a.'fc shows ■fcha.'b one of "ths cais ha,d "ths 
door swung open apparently after the first shot in which two ! 



agents are attempting ,to get out at about that time which 
may not have been in the Zapruder film. 



But to bring you up to date, the men are trained in 
precisely the manner that you have indicated, the response 
reaction, et cetera, and where their position is on the car 
when an incident of that kind happens . 

. The Chairman. Would the gentleman yield? 

Mr. Sawyer. Yes, certainly. 

i hs Chairman. On the point Mr. Rowley just made with 
reference to the fact that there is an exhibit, during the 
recess I had discussed with Professor 31akey my concerns and 
your concerns about this reaction time. At the appropriate 
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time he says he is prepared to show us this particular 
exhibit which does denote some reaction time which I will 
ask him to do at the appropriate time afterward. 

Mr. Sawyer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. i 

Well, they were pretty much out of range of being any help 
to the President in this kind of a circumstance anyway. But 

I 

i 

the two agents in the car, by just jamming the accelerator 1 

I 

! 

on that first shot, might arguably have done some good. Yet 

'I 

xt wasn't until the third shot, which X guess spans a time 
frame of seven or eight seconds, which while it might not 
sound like a long time, is time enough for somebody to run 

i 

75 yards if they are a sprinter, they could have wheeled 

l 

thai: car, it: seems io me , a lot: quicker "than ihey reacted . 

I recognize that if you are not expecting a thing, it 

I 

i 

takes you a little while to gather your wits about what is 

I 

happening. But if your mental attitude is, as X said 

I 

before, a sprinter on the starting box waiting for the gun, 
if you are attuned to that, your reaction time is much j 



3 182 



quicker . 
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Chief Rowley . You have to consider the scene, Mr. 
Congressman. The driver is concerned, and incidentally it 
was an armored car which carries considerable weight. 

Mr. Sawyer. But with no top. 

Chief Rowley. No top, no, but it is still heavy in the 
body. The motorcycles, when you are involved in one of 
those motorcades and there are people shouting and 
acclaiming the individuals and the motorcycles, you know, at 
times they slow down and then they have to kick the motor 
and it explodes and so forth, these agents have been used to 
that . 

So that when this first or second shot was fired, they 
assumed, because their concentration in the meantime is on 
the public and the people there, they are oblivious to what 
the noise is that is going on, in other words, to 
distinguish between a backfire and a rifle shot. 

So that these things have to be considered when one 
attempts to evaluate whheter there was a reaction in 



320 1 



sufficient time or not. Having been through those exercises 
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many times myself, I recognise the problem that they had at 
that time . 

Mr. Sawyer . Well, I am only comparing it to Governor 
Connally who probably has heard a lot of backfires, too, and 
he immediately reacted to what he recognised according to 
his testimony and quite obviously in the film as a rifle 
shot where there was no comparable reaction by the agents 
for two additional shots . 

Anyway, thank you, Mr. Chairman. That is all I have. 

The Chairman. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

I wonder because of the concern that both Mr. Sawyer and 
have had in this area, Professor Blakey, if while Mr. Rowley 
is still here, you would display that exhibit and comment 
upon it. 

Mr. Blakey. Mr. Chairman, I would ask that the clerk 
display F- 1 2 6 . This exhibit, Mr. Chairman, has already been 
entered in the record. It is a photograph taken, according 
to the best evidence in the record, at approximately the 
time, according to the acoustics, of the second shot which 
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uould be approximately 1.6 seconds after the first shot. 



I 



I wonder if the clerk would use the pointer. You can see 
the Secret Service agents in the follow-up car have turned 
their heads. You can see four Secret Service agents. Two 
of them have turned their heads and are beginning to look 



back at the Depository. 



you look back at the third car, the white car behind the 



President's limousine,, the doors are opening. The evidence 



in the record would indicate that it is from that car that 



Secret Service agents came in an effort to protect Lyndon 



Johnson, the Vice President, who was following the 



President’s car. 



So that if the acoustic evidence is correct, the first 



shot was fired and apparently missed, and 1.6 seconds later. 



the approximate time of this photograph, you do have the 



beginning of reactions by Secret Service agents. 



In the follow-up car they are turning around and in the 



white car the doors are beginning to open and they a: 



32 39 



making an effort to coma out. 
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3240 The acoustics evidence indicates there is approximately 

3241 5.8 or 5.9 seconds between the second and the third shot, 

3242 and then if the acoustics evidence is to be believed, there 

i 

i 

. | 

3243 would have been a fourth shot 5/10 of a second later, which 

3244 would make it approximately seven seconds from the beginning 

i 

| 

3245 of the process. 

3246 My time on that may be a little off. The record would 

| 

3247 have to speak for its e,l f. So it is approximately seven 

3248 seconds between the first shot and the shot that hit the 

3249 President and surely killed him. 

i 

3250 The Chairman. What about in the Presidential car? Is 

3251 there any reaction being shown to anyone there? 

j 

i 

3252 Mr. Blakey. The reaction in the Presidential car in this j 

i 

i 

3253 photograph, if you point at the windshield youcanjust 

j 

3254 begin to see the President's hand moving up. At least my 

i 

I 

3255 inspection of this exhibit does not indicate that there has 

3256 been any reaction by the Secret Service agents in that car. 

i 

I j 

3257 This is 1.6 seconds after the first shot had been fired. 

i 

3258 The Chairman. Thank you. 
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Mould there be any further comment on your part, Mr. 
Rowley, on the explanation given by Professor 31akey? 

Chief Rowley. I would say when you talk about the two men 
on the right side, they are covering their span. The front 
man is just finishing his span so he will come back and the 

I 

other fellow behind him is covering his span back that way. 

The others on the other side are finishing theirs. This is 

i 

| 

when Mr. Hill about this time started off that running board 

I 

to catch up to jump on the back pedal of the Presidential 

j 

vehicle. That was a difficult thing to do, to run around in I 

! 

front of the follow-up or Secret Service car and then jump 

i 

on that pedal. j 

You may have read where he missed the step but was able tq 
cling to the hand guard and to pull himself up, otherwise 

i 

they were about to take off as Mr. Sawyer indicated, the 
reaction, to get out of the area. And he pulled himself up 
in time to do that, and having done so he was able to push 

i 

I 

the First Lady back into her seat. 

) 

j 

The Chairman. That would have been standard procedure 
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wi-Tih reference "bo those two men. While one scanned the 
crowd in one way, the other would be doing it in the 
opposite way? 

Chief Rowley. That is right. 

The. Chairman. Thank you. My time has expired. 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Chairman? 

The Chairman. The gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. Ec 
Mr. Edgar. I just have one question. 

Looking back at the information that you provided to i 
Warren Commission, was there any evidence or information 
that for any reason that was related to the situation the 
Secret Service did not provide to the Warren Commission? 

Chief Rowley. Did not provide to the Warren Commissic 
. Mr . Edgar . Yes . 

Chier Rowley. We provided them with everything that w 
had. We had no reason to withhold anything. 

Mr. idgar . So to your knowledge every bit of informat 
relating to "he assassination that the Secret Service had 
was provided to the Warren Commission? 
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The Chairman. Is there anything further? 

Mr . Matthews . I have nothing further . 

ihe Chairman. Mr. Rowley, at the conclusion of a 
wi^nesss’ testimony before this committee the witness is 
entitled to five minutes in which he may explain or commenl 
upon his testimony in any way. 

I would like to at this time extend to you five minute 
for that purpose. 

Chiex Rowley. I am very grateful for the interest she 
by the committee and for the opportunity to meet with you i 
reviewing the assassination and the subsequent 
investigation. 

I have tried to recall facts and activities which took 
place to the best of my ability. Obviously, time has not 
helped to make personal recollections clearer and I hope yo 
k’ill unders u a n d that csrtsiniy my knowledge and 
recollections are not as precise as they once were. 

I would like to add, however, that the investigation o: 
the Warren Commission has been most helpful to the Secret 
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